DECEMBER 23RD - 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 257H - CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 307TH - THE HOLY FAMILY
JANUARY 15T - MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Dear Parishioners,

The Heavenly Father has spoken His eternal word of love for
us, and that word, that good news, is a person — His only Begotten
Son. St. John the Evangelist exclaims: “And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only-begotten son, full of grace and truth.” Our hearts
rejoice, along with the angels and shepherds, as Jesus is born again
into our lives with the celebration of the Christmas mystery. Jesus
is the answer that we have been looking for, the answer to the
deepest longings of our heart!

Fr. Konrad and I are excited about celebrating our first
Christmas with you here at St. Helen’s. We want to thank the
community for welcoming us so warmly here in these first months of
our ministry and for the generous support of so many. We would
like to express the fact that all, Catholics and non-Catholics alike,
are always welcome to our parish, to the Christmas Masses, and to
the celebration of our Sunday Masses. Don’t hesitate to bring a
friend or a colleague from work with you to our celebrations. A
reminder to our daily Mass-goers that from December 24, 2018 to
January 06, 2019 our weekday morning Masses will be at 9:00AM.
The regular schedule of 7:45AM morning Masses will resume on
Monday, January 07, 2019. Fr. Konrad, Fr. Aloysius, Deacon Pat,
and I pray that you and all your loved ones be filled with all the
peace, joy, and love the Christ Child brings and enjoy a truly Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

In Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,

Fr. Alessandro

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
4:00pm (School); 10:00pm (Italian); 12:00 Midnight
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day
8:30 am; 10:00 am (Italian); 11:30 am
Monday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve
4:00 pm
Tuesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day
8:30 am; 10:00 am (Italian); 11:30 am

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY DEC. 24", TUESDAY, DEC.
25™ WEDNESDAY, DEC. 26™, JAN 15T & JAN 2NP

OFFICE HOURS FROM THURSDAY, DEC. 27" TO FRIDAY, JAN. 4™
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (NOON)

In case of life-threatening situation that requires sacrament of anointing with
urgency please contact the office, 604-298-4144 and leave a message in one
of the priest’s voicemails.

MASSES FROM DEC. 26™ TO JAN. 4™ WILL BE AT 9:00 AM

ENVELOPES FOR 2019 are available at the entrance of the church. Please
pick up your set. Thank you.

HOST AND WINE. If you are interested in donating the Host and
Wine in memory of a dear one please contact the office, 604-298-
4144. Donations are tax deductible.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Buon Natale & Felice Anno Nuovo!

We Pray For

Saturday, December 22 [Late Advent Weekday]
9:00 am - - Floravista Achuela, -} Estrela Acang
4:00 pm - Spec. Int. for Joe & Angela Schweers, -+ Agnes, Joseph & Mary Wong
+ Patsy, Angie & Remo Valente, “} George & FFranco D’Amico
-+ Gloria Guzzetti,  Eugenio Ramponi
Sunday, December 23 [ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT]
8:30 am - Special Intention for Costanza Colapinto, * Salvatore Mobilio
4 Elisabetta & Pietro Colapinto & Colapinto Fam, } Nicolina Marini
4 Bert Laakman
10:00 am - “p Carmela & Dec. of Briglio Fam., - Carmela Mecera, “} Salvatore De IFazio
4 Fortunato & Mark Pietramala, - Egidio Boratto, -} Nicola & Maria Misceo
+ Alfonso Zavarise, “f Barbara & Giovanni Mazzei, - Antonio De Marchi
+ Giuseppe Luca, + Sergio & Elio Infanti, 4+ Pina Benedet, -} Elide Casagrande
4 Marcella Carniel, “f Luigi Quattrin, -} Antonio Serena
11:30 am -+ Claudia Valeria De Assumpcao, 4 Francisco Sunico, - Giuseppe Marrone
+ Enrico Frazon, -t Minerva Larawan, - Clara Veronica Caloca
-+ Mariangela & Antonio Colapinto & Colapinto Fam., -} Albert Trylinski
7:30 pm -} Angelo & Rosa Serraglio, /f+ Zaida Ancheta
Monday, December 24 [Late Advent Weekday]
9:00 am -
4:00 pm - Mass with School Children
10:00 pm — In Italian
12:00 am — Midnight Mass
Tuesday, December 25 [THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD- CHRISTMAS]
8:30 am — In English
10:00 am — In Italian
11:30 am — In English
Wednesday, December 26 [St. Steven, The First Martyr’]
9:00 am -  Special Intention for Joseph Easton, ++ Donald Vallee
Thursday, December 27 [St. John, Apostle & Evangelist]
9:00 am — +f Tom Lionden, 4 Brother Murphy, OMI
Friday, December 28 [The Holy Innocents, Martyrs]
9:00 am —  Special Int. For Chan Mei IFong, “} Nick Friesen
Saturday, December 29 [Fifth Day Within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord]
9:00 am - - Deceased members of Zonta IFamily
4:00 pm - Spec. Int. for Dennis Schweers, +{ ItaloNigro
Sunday, December 30 [ THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH]
8:30 am -  Special Intention for St. Helen’s CWL, Spec. Int. For Jo-Anne MacLeod
10:00 am - ¢ Antonio Maselli, -} Rocco Padovano, 4 Gianfranco Giammaria
4 Sante Fedele
11:30 am - Minerva Larawan, Special Intention for Speedy Recovery
7:30 pm - Our Parishioners
Monday, December 31 [St. Sylvester I, Pope]]
9:00 am -  Spec. Intention for Jack Gould, -t Tom Curley
4:00 pm - Theresa Schweers
Tuesday, January 1 [MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD]
8:30 am — + Romeo Basso and Dec. of Basso Fam.
10:00 am — + Franco Dattilo
11:30 am —  Spec. Intention for Yuen Siu Yuk

Wednesday, January 2 [St. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Drs of the Church]

9:00 am - < Emilio Ricci
Thursday, January 3 [The Most Holy Name of Jesus]
9:00 am — +* Dr. Berney Costello
Friday, January 4 [Christmas Weekday]
9:00 am — “ Mary Costello
Saturday, January 5 [Christmas Weekday]
9:00 am -  Spec. Int. For Magdalene Chung, - Pietro & Elisabetta Colapinto & Fam.
4:00 pm -
Sunday, [ THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD]
8:30 am -

10:00 am -} Antonio & Sabatino Petrucci, f+ John Brustolin, - Gianpaolo & Angelin Peretto

+ Albina Titotto, - Egidio Baratto, - Mattea Dalessandro,
4 Angela & Domenico Loriggio
11:30 am -
7:30 pm -

23 DICEMBRE, 2018 - IV DOMENICA DI AVVENTO
25 DICEMBRE - NATALE DEL SIGNORE
30 DICEMBRE - SANTA FAMIGLIA DI GESU
GENNAIO 1 - MARIA SANTISSIMA MADRE DI DIO

«BEATA SEI TU VERGINE MARIA, PERCHE HAI CREDUTO...» Il profeta
Michea (I Lettura) preannuncia che Cristo, Salvatore d’Israele, verra dal piccolo
capoluogo di Giuda, Betlemme. Nella «casa del pane» nasce il Capo-Pastore del
popolo di Dio, la nostra Pace e Riconciliazione. L'evangelista Luca (Vangelo)
narra lincontro di Maria con Elisabetta. Maria, dopo aver ricevuto il lieto
annuncio della divina maternita, fa il primo passo verso la cugina Elisabetta, che
attende la nascita del precursore del Signore, condividendo con lei la gioia della
salvezza. Appena Maria saluta Elisabetta, il piccolo Giovanni percepisce
misteriosamente la presenza di Gest in Maria, arca della nuova alleanza,
«danzando» nel grembo di sua madre. Maria da Elisabetta é proclamata
benedetta fra le donne e benedetto il frutto del suo grembo, e beata perché ha
creduto alla Parola.
1l Figlio di Dio si fa carne nel grembo verginale di Maria per compiere la volonta
del Padre, salvandoci, purificandoci dal peccato e santificandoci per mezzo
dell'offerta sacrificale del suo corpo, fatta una volta per sempre (II Lettura). Nasce

a Betlemme per offrire il suo Corpo e Sangue per la vita del mondo.
Francesco Dell'Orco

IL VERBO SI E FATTO CARNE! Dio, afferma la Lettera agli Ebrei, che aveva
parlato molte volte e in diversi modi nei tempi antichi, oggi ha deciso di tivolgersi
a noi attraverso il Figlio perché, Paraola fatta carne, potesse essere compreso piu
penamnete dall’'umanita. Eglie ¢ la luce del mondo, ¢ la verita della vita, é il
Maestro che indica la direzione verso un’esistenza compiuta e autentica (Vangelo).
Tutti possiamo contemplare la salvezza del nostro Dio e cantare I prodigy che egli
ha compiuto per noi donando il suo Figlio perché possiamo ricevere grazia su
grazia e divenire noi stessi fogli di Dio.

Tiberio Cantaboni
L'UFFICIO DELLA PARROCCHIA SARA CHIUSO LUNEDI, DIC. 24,
MARTEDI DIC. 25, MERCOLEDI, DEC. 26, MARTEDI, GEN. 1 E
MERCOLEDI GEN. 2

ORARIO DI UFFICIO DA GIOVEDI, DEC. 27 A VENERDI, GEN. 4,
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (NOON)

In caso di pericolo di vita che richiede sacramento di unzione con
urgenza si prega di contattare I'uffiocio, 604-298-4144 e lasciare il
messagio a uno dei sacerdoti.

LE MESSE DEL MATTINO DA MERCOLEDI, DIC. 26 FINO
VENERDI, GEN. 4 SARANNO ALLE ORE 9:00 AM.

LE BUSTE PER IL 2019 SONO DISPONIBILI ALL'ENTRATA DELLA
CHIESA. PER FAVORE RACCOGLIETELE.

SUNDAY COLLECTION (Weekly goal $12,000.00)
Date Envelopes Loose Total
December 16 $6,712.00 $443.00 $7,155.00
Thank you for your generosity!

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK. Please support BELL &
BURNABY FUNERAL CHAPEL, one of the sponsors who bring to you this
weekly Parish Bulletin!

CHURCH CLEANING — DEC.—-TEAM 4—-Imma, 604-420-8072;
JAN.—-TEAM 5 — Lina, 604-293-2277
COFFEE HOUR - Dec. 30 — M&M Ladies Club - lole, 604-291-9096
Jan. 6 — Choirs-Mary-604-298-7101; Maria,604-298-9082




