DECEMBER 9, 2018
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Parishioners,

On this Second Sunday of Advent the Prophet Baruch invites
us to "Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,
and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe
of the righteousness that comes from God". The biblical reference to
a "garment" is a symbol of our human dignity. This garment becomes
soiled and torn by our sins and the Son of God becomes man to
restore to man the God-given dignity which he has lost. This is the
symbolism of the color purple which we use during the Advent
season. In antiquity purple cloth was the most difficult to
manufacture because it required a special dye that came from the
Orient and which was very expensive. Consequently, only royalty and
the rich could afford to be clothed in purple. At Jesus' trial the
soldiers mocked him as the king of the Jews by clothing him in a
purple garment. The color purple then reminds us of our great God-
given dignity and how through our repentance Jesus restores us to
our original dignity.

This past Thursday Fr. Aloysius, who is in residence at St.
Helen's, defended his doctorate in educational psychology. Since I am
writing this on Wednesday I can not communicate to you the result
but will do so the next time I write you. Our dear Fr. Konrad will be
defending his doctorate in the philosophy of science next Wednesday
December 12 at 10:30AM in Poland. Please pray for him that he may
enjoy a successful defense, especially on December 11 just prior to
the date of his defense. We wish both our student priests all the best.

In Christ,

Fr. Alessandro

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, December 24, 2016 - Christmas Eve
4:00pm (School); 10:00pm (Italian); 12:00 Midnight
Tuesday, December 25, 2016 - Christmas Day V{‘Q/
8:30 am; 10:00 am (ltalian); 11:30 am B, /%
Monday, December 31, 2016 - New Year’s Eve ‘%‘«"\%‘
4:00 pm et
Tuesday, January 1, 2017 - New Year’s Day E
8:30 am; 10:00 am (ltalian); 11:30 am

VANCOUVER EAST DEANERY
All Advent Immaculate Heart of Mary, Vancouver 7:00PM
Wednesdays during Advent Holy Family Parish, Vancouver 6:00PM
Sundays during Advent Sacred Heart Parish, Vancouver Before Mass
Monday, Dec. 10 Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Tuesday, Dec. 11 St. Jude’s Parish, Vancouver 6:30PM
Wednesday, Dec. 12 Holy Cross Parish, Burnaby 7:00PM
Thursday, Dec. 13 St. Francis Xavier Parish, Vancouver (Cantonese) 8:00PM
Friday, Dec. 14 St. Francis Xavier Parish, Vancouver (Cantonese) 8:00PM
Saturday, Dec. 15 St. Francis Xavier Parish, Vancouver (Cantonese) 3:00PM
Sunday, Dec. 16 St. Francis Xavier Parish, Vancouver (Mandarin) 4:30PM
Tuesday, Dec. 18 St. Theresa’s Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Tuesday, Dec. 18 St. Casimir’s Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Tuesday, Dec. 18 St. Mary’s Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Wednesday, Dec. 19 Corpus Christi Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Thursday, Dec. 20 Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM
Friday, Dec. 21 St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Vancouver 7:00PM

4 ST. HELEN’S FOOD BANK invites you to help collect the gifts and food
A% for the Christmas Hampers. Starting this Sunday, Christmas trees will be
M placed in the lobby with tags on them. Please pick up the tags and bring

M the gifts back next Sunday to the Church, or to the rectory during office

hours. Please have all Christmas gifts and certificates back in the church
or the rectory by Sunday, December 16™. Gift certificates can be dropped in the
collection basket. If anyone wants to sponsor a family, please call the parish office.

Thank you for your generosity.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS ENVELOPES. Special envelopes for
offering to buy poinsettias to decorate our church are available at the
entrance of the church. Your flower will be a gift to Baby Jesus. Thank
you for your generosity.

. HOST AND WINE. If you are interested in donating the Host and Wine
& memory of a dear one please contact the office, 604-298-4144.
Donations are tax deductible.

CWL: upcoming Christmas Dinner on Dec. 10" at 6:00 pm, cost $35. Contact
mariab.cwl@gmail.com , Maria 604-298-5617 or Flavia 604-299-4466.

THANK YOU to the volunteers from the Help for Mission Society on their
profit of $3,478.00 that was fundraised last weekend with Sauce and Soup
Sale. Profit will benefit the Parish Hot Water Tank Replacement Fund.

SUNDAY COLLECTION (Weekly goal $12,000.00)

Date Envelopes Loose Total
December 2 $ 7,037.00 $ 549.00 $ 7,586.00
Youth Ministry $1,539.00

Thank you for your generosity!

We Pray For

Saturday, December 8 [The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary]
9:00 am - -+ Manuel Cordeiro, Special Intention
4:00 pm -  Special Intention, In Honour of Immaculate Conception
+ Margaret, Mary, Agnes & Joseph Wong, *t Tony Funaro
+ Carmela Luongo, + Frank Camazzola
Sunday, December 9 [SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT]
8:30 am - -} Yuki Matsuba, -+ Modesto lorio
10:00 am - *} Maria & Angelo Pegoraro, + Domenico Maselli, + Pina Benedet
+ Dec. of Testani & Marini FFam., -+ Lucy Serena Johnston
+ AntonioPetrucci, 4 Lena, Albino & Agnese Cocco
11:30 am -  In Thanksgiving, < Angelina & Domenico Fata, - Maria Sansolone
4 Michelina & Giuseppe Reda, t+ Dec. of Lore & Monno Fam.
+ Minerva Larawan, “ Bill Gamble, - Roberto Rodriguez
7:30 pm -} Our Parishioners
Monday, December 10 [Advent Weekday]
7:45 am -  Special Intention for Fr. Alessandro & Fr. Konrad, 4 Mario Abelenda
Tuesday, December 11 [Advent Weekday]
7:45 am - -} Teresa Santaguida, < Daniel Rezmer, - Carmine Clemente
Wednesday, December 12 [Our Lady of Guadalupe]
7:45 am -  Special Intention for Fr. Konrad, -+ Edward Sweeney
Thursday, December 13 [St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr]
7:45 am — * Fr. Walter Cullinan, OMI, 4 Brother Breen
Friday, December 14 [St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church]
7:45 am —  Special Intention, +}* Larry Battle
Saturday, December 15 [Advent Weekday]
9:00 am -  Special Intention for Fr. Tony Van Hee, 4 Pyung-Sun Bak
4:00 pm - - Betty Gault, 4+ Eugenio Arcadi, - Dan, Carmel & Anthony Grippo
+ Bruno, Pompeo & Eugenio Ramponi, Spec. Int. For Herman Schweers
Sunday, December 16 [THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT]
8:30 am -  Special Intention for Francis K., ¢ Quirino Testani, 4 Lucile De Marchi
4 Yvonne Mair, 4 Nicolina Marini
10:00 am - - Alessandro & Angelo Peretto, 4 Donata & Domenico Cibelli,
4 Dec. of Settimio & Filippo Briglio, -+ Dec. of Bosa & Zen Fam.
+ Pina Benedet, -} Paqualino Ghiorzi, ++ Margarita Barone
+ Dec. of Cusinato & Campagnolo Fam., 4 Nicolina Marini
11:30 am - -+ Maria Haydee Rosa, + Minerva Larawan, “ Adrian Testani
7:30 pm -} Our Parishioners

9 DICEMBRE, 2018
IT DOMENICA DI AVVENTO

La voce del Battista, oggi come allora, ci ammonisce con le parole del
profeta Isaia: «Preparate la via del Signore!». E un invito pressante
ad aprire il cuore e accogliere la salvezza che Dio ci offre senza sosta,
perché ci vuole liberi dal peccato. Gesit Cristo e ['unico mediatore!

DIO CI SALVA NEL CONCRETO DELLA NOSTRA STORIA
UMANA. Nell’itinerario di fede verso la nascita del Redentore
che ci salva condividendo la nostra natura umana, siamo
invitati dal profeta Baruc a deporre le vesti del lutto e
dell’afflizione perché Dio ricondurra il suo popolo alla luce della
sua stessa gloria (I Lettura). L’invito alla gioia e alla rinascita &
segno che la Parola di Dio illumina tutte le vicende della nostra
cronaca quotidiana senza limiti spazio-temporali perché ci é
sempre contemporanea. Paolo prega con gioia per i Filippesi (II
Lettura) invitandoli a mantenersi integri per poter accogliere i
frutti di giustizia nel giorno di Cristo, Parola vivente di Dio.
I dati storici cosi circostanziati che Luca ci trasmette (Vangelo)
non sono un vuoto sfoggio della sua cultura. Sono chiari
indicatori che ci aiutano a capire che la storia della salvezza non
riguarda 'umanita considerata in modo astratto. Ma riguarda
tutta 'umanita (del qui ed ora) di ogni tempo e luogo, intrecciata
nella concretezza della sua storia. Storia di salvezza sempre in
divenire perché la Parola di Dio attraversa, illumina e da senso
agli eventi di tutti i tempi.

Vito Di Luca, ssp

i REGALI
g prendere un biglietto dall’albero natalizio all’entrata della chiesa
M per aiutare i piu bisognosi. Cercate per cortesia di prenderlo oggi
S stesso, se potete aiutare, e di riportate il regalo la prossima
domenica in Chiesa, o nella canonica durante le ore d’ufficio in settimana.
L’ultimo giorno di portare i regali € domei=nica, 16 dicembre. Si prega di
portare i certificati nella canonica, o depositarli nella colletta domenicale.
Grazie.

SOTTO L’ALBERO. E' nostra tradizione

BUSTE PER | FIORI DI NATALE. Abbiamo delle buste
: speciali con cui potete donare il denaro per comprare le
. poinsettias che usiamo in chiesa per le decorazioni natalizie. Il
tuo fiore sara un regalo per Gesu Bambino ... Grazie!

PROJECT ADVANCE donazioni si accetanno finno 31 Dicembre. Invitiamo
tutte le nostre famiglie di participare in questa campagna di raccolta di fondi
per le opere del evangelizzazione. Grazie per il vostro sostegno.

, SE VOLETE OFFRIRE IL PANE E IL VINO da usare durante tutte le
& Sante Messe della settimana a ricordo dei propri cari, per favore
% chiamate I'ufficio parrocchiale.

CHURCH CLEANING — DECEMBER -TEAM 4 — Imma, 604-420-8072
COFFEE HOUR - December 16 — Lectors- Lina, 604-293-2277
BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK. Please support GARDENS OF

GETHSEMANI CATHOLIC CEMETERIES, one of the sponsors who bring to you
this weekly Parish Bulletin!


mailto:mariab.cwl@gmail.com

