Saint Anthony of Padua Parish

With the Eucharist at the centre, we are a community desiring to be saints,
sent out to love like Jesus and proclaim Him in every circumstance.

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

JANUARY 6, 2019

God gives us everything that’s good for us

Priests ate supposed to live poverty, chastity, and obedience.
For a diocesan priest like me, poverty means a frugal life like Jesus;
chastity means marriage to God, not to a woman; obedience means
following God’s will in whatever the bishop asks me to do. Brothers
and sisters, dear guests, could I ask you: If God called you to live
these three, which would be the hardest?

For me, it was celibacy. When I was 18, the idea of not
being married was scary: “I want what everyone else gets. How can I
not get married?” I wanted to serve God with my whole life, but
celibacy seemed too much. At the end of my first year of seminary, a
bunch of guys rightly discerned that God wasn’t calling them to the
priesthood, so I went to them and tried to find out why they were
leaving, hoping that whatever reason they came up with I might have
too! And so I started coming up with elaborate ideas about how to
leave. At one point, I called a good high school friend and said, “I
think at the end of this year, I might go to UBC so I can study secular
philosophy and know what people are learning so that I can serve
them better when I become a priest; and then I'll come back to the
seminary.” He was an atheist, so I thought he wouldn’t spot my
spiritual wimpiness. You know what he said? “Hmm... I thought
you were committed.” Argh!!!

The fundamental human problem is that sometimes we’re
afraid of what God will ask of us or will do in our lives. We fear He’ll
take away our happiness, impose limits on us, take away our freedom.
Many people are called to follow God as a priest, deacon, sister but
fear stops them. When God calls us to pray or serve more in the
parish, it feels like a burden. When we look at the yellow examination
of conscience pamphlet, some of those questions might make us
uneasy, and our minds jump to conclusions that this will make our
life harder.

In the Gospel, Herod fears Jesus. When the wise men come
from the East asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews?” (Mt 2:2) it says, “When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him” (Mt 2:3). Why would he be
frightened? Jesus is just a baby. It’s because Jesus is a king and
Herod believed Jesus would take away his power. And why is all of
Jerusalem frightened too? Because they knew Herod: He had already
killed two of his children and was soon to kill his oldest because he
feared they would take over his kingdom (The International Bible
Commentary, ed. William R. Farmer).

But one church father says, “If [Herod] would have faith in
the child, he himself would reign in peace in this life and for ever in
the life to come... [The child] does not come to drive you out, but to
conquer the devil. You imagine that if you accomplish your desire [to
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kill the child] you can prolong your own life, though you are seeking
to kill Life himself” (St. Quodvultdeus, Liturgy of the Hours, Holy
Innocents). If only Herod knew what Pope Benedict famously said,
and this is the main point for today, “[Jesus| takes nothing away, and
he gives you everything.” God doesn’t take away anything ultimately
good for us. He’s not our rival; He’s not here to hurt us. He’s on
our sidel

Now it is true that He’ll take away sin in our lives. He’ll
take away our selfishness, narcissism, cowardice, laziness, greed,
things that aren’t good for us. He’ll take them away so as to give us
humility, courage, discipline, generosity. It’s also true that He’ll take
away disorder in our lives. For example, most of us love our family
and friends more than God. The funny thing is: We love them more
than God but still don’t treat them that well. In twelve years of
hearing confessions and in my 20 plus years of going to confession, it
just occurred to me so many of our sins are against... our families.
Here’s the thing: When God asks us to love Him more than our
family, our guard goes up and we think He’s asking us to love them
less—wrong. When He asks us to love Him more than our family,
He’s asking us to love them more! God takes away nothing and gives
us everything!

Do we have this image of God? When Adam and Eve were
in the garden and God told them not to eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, they disobeyed because they thought
God was against them. But God was just trying to prevent them
from falling into the trap of trying to determine what’s right and
wrong. Our job is to recognize what’s right and wrong, not
determine it. [...]
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Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm

Weekday Masses

Monday 8:15am

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Wednesday-Friday 8:15am

Saturday 9:00 am

Confession

Weekday 8:00 to 8:10 am except Tuesday
Saturday 9:45 am & 3:45 pm to 4:45 pm

1 Saturday each month  9:45 am to 1:00 pm;
1:30 pm to 4:30 pm;
7:00 pm to 9:45 pm

Eucharistic Adoration at 1365 West 73" Avenue
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 am to 10:00 pm in the chapel

First Friday of each month: 8:45 am to 10:00 am in the
church followed by Benediction.

First Saturday of each month: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm in the
church during all-day confessions.

Prayers for the Sick At Holy Mass we remember the sick including:
Nita Carvajal, Nung Chum, Isobel Clancy, Nick De Vos, Tamara Dixon,
Elaine dos Remedios, Kathleen Francis, Teresa Gaio, Feli Hempl, Cecile
Hernandez, Yvonne Kharoubeh, Molly Loui-Ying, Huguette Piché, Barney
Rousseau, Therese Rozario, Christina Sayo, Filomena Sison, Liliana Taylor,
Fernando Tiago, Theresa Yoshioka.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)
Please call the parish office for more information on RCIA
classes and other Sacraments.

St. Anthony of Padua School
Kindergarten to Grade 7

1370 West 73" Avenue,
Vancouver, BC V6P 3E9
Principal: Michael Perry
Telephone: 604.261.4043

Website: stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca
School Email: office@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca

Upcoming Homily Themes

January 12 & 13

January 19 & 20

January 26 & 27

February 2 & 3

Speaking the Truth in Love

Why Should God Let Us into Heaven?
Here's the Answer

God Wants to Hear Our Problems

Guest Preacher: Fr. Nick Meisl




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Experts needed! The Parish Centre Building Committee
needs volunteers to assist and advise us with the Parish
Centre project. We are seeking licensed individuals with any
of the following expertise: architectural, civil
engineering, structural engineering, mechanical
engineetring, electrical engineering, plumbing and fire
protection. Please contact Marline Kolterhoff at
mak183@telus.net or Severino Tan at sthtan@shaw.ca for
more information.

School Announcements

School re-opens
Monday, January 7

Grade 2 Parent Meeting for
First Reconciliation
Tuesday, January 15
7:00 pm

School Open House
Wednesday, January 16
12:30 pm to 3:00 pm

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, January 30
6:30 pm

“Encountering Jesus, the Bread of Life”

with Fr. Nick Meisl

Sunday, January 27 &
Monday January 28

7:00 PM
St. Anthony of Padua Church
Please bring your Bible!

Fr. Nick Meisl is a priest of the Archdiocese of Vancouver. Recently, he
finished his License from the Pontifical Biblical Institute. Currently, Fr. Nick
teaches courses on the Bible at Corpus Christi and St. Mark's Colleges and
is chaplain at St. Patrick's High School.

Faith Studies is back!

Note: Registration deadline is
Sunday, January 20. The 14th round
of Faith Studies will start up again,
Tuesday nights from January 29 to
March 5. All five levels of studies will be offered:
Discovery, Source, Growth, Obedience and
Commission. NOTE: Limited spots are available in each
of the levels. For more information or to register, call Angel
José at the Parish Office, 604.266.6131 ext. 204 or email her
at stanthonyfaithstudies@gmail.com.
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The two questions, “Where are you?” (Gen 3:8), and, “Why
have you done this?” (Gen 3:13) are the words of God the Father in
Genesis, and they were said with concern, out of love. That’s what
Jesus is reminding us today: Whenever He asks or challenges us to do
something, it’s because He loves us.

We said last week that our focus for this Winter season is on
the Eucharist, culminating in the opening of our chapel on March 24.
After a lot of prayer and keeping in mind our vision to be centred on
the Eucharist, we discerned this goal: that each of us has a Eucharistic
heart. A Eucharistic heart is one that recognizes Jesus in the host,
under the appearance of bread; it’s one that’s drawn to Him in its joys
and sorrows; it’s one that wants to spend time with Jesus in the
tabernacle, where He’s waiting for us. We want to invite everyone to
express this heart in one concrete goal: that each of us spend 15
minutes a week with Jesus in the Eucharist. [...] All of us ate being
called to let down our guard and follow Jesus more concretely; some
of us single people are being called to follow Him as a priest, deacon
or sister; and some of us are being called to leave our jobs and work
full time for God. But we’re afraid. The best way for us to overcome
our fear is to do what the wise men did: kneel down before Jesus in

adoration, who, just as He was as a baby, is helpless in the Eucharist,
and ask Him to show us that whatever He asking of us is for our

good. [...]

A lot of us know New York Time’s best-selling author,
Matthew Kelly. But many don’t know that he works four days a
month as a business consultant, making enough money so that he
can spend the rest of the month doing something more important
and life-giving, running Dynamic Catholic, a huge organization
dedicated to re-energizing the Church. Prioritizing God over his
career started with something simple: 10 minutes a day of prayer in a
church. He couldn’t be bothered doing it at first, but once he
started, he wondered how he ever lived without it. Since then, he’s
spent his whole adult life encouraging people to spend 10 minutes a
day with Jesus in the Eucharist.

God takes nothing away, but gives everything.

Exccerpt from Fr. Justin's homily, January 6, 2018
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RUBEN LIGHTING &
ILDING MAINTENANCE

Quality, dependable sarvice * 100 % satis-
faction guarantesd * Licensed, bonded & insured *
For your complete lighting, cleaning &

building maintenance requirements,

call Ruben at (604)722-1269
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SHEILA CARROLL, BGS, MA
ENGLISH TEACHER

25+ years experience in complete
elementary and high school English

speare, projects.

Available to tutor in my home near
St. Anthony’s where | am a parishioner
(Marpole/one block east of Granville)

604-261-1584 scarroll3@shaw.ca

curriculum: essays, reports, poetry, novels, Shake-

RALPH CENIZA

Realtor®

Property Manager
604.783.3675
ralphrealty@gmail.com

I.DWEI.I.
BANKER

Premier Realty
6272 East Boulevard,
Vancouver, B.C. V6M 3V7
Office: 604.266.1364
Fax: 604.266.2466

GRANVILLE DENTAL
WELLNESS GROUP
604-261-8164
8357 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC

SUPPORT THE ST. ANTHONY’S
BUILDING FUND

Family Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry - Implant
Dentistry - Children’s Dentistry - Orthodontics -
Wisdom Teeth - Dentures -

St. Anthony’s Parishioner Promotions

HAVE A NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION AND
HYGIENE APPOINTMENT DONE AND HAVE $50
DONATED TO ST. ANTHONY’S PARISH CENTRE

FUND IN YOUR NAME!!

® Open weekday evenings and Saturdays
® Comfortable treatment in a modern facility
® Serving Marpole for over 25 years

® Dr. Gianni Pisanu, Owner and St. Anthony’s Parishioner

WestCoast Realty~
7547 Cambie St
Vancouver, BC V6P 3H6

For St. Anthony’s Parishoners,

| will donate 15% of my commission on your
transaction to the St. Anthony’s Parish Centre Fund.

Let’s support the parish through our business together.

604-767-1583 mdee@sutton.com

MICHAEL DEE

This communication Is not Intended to cause or Induce breach of any existing agency agreement.

www.MichaelDee.ca
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Licensed & Insured Communications Data / Voice Cabling

Edmond Kung
Certified Electrician
Red Seal # 74603

T: 604.210.9011

A: Unit 113-2633 Viking Way
Richmond BC V6X 3B6

C: 604.788.6188

E: edmond@netekcanada.com

www.netekcanada.com

Technology Ltd.

Electrical ~ Security /Cameras Monitoring ~ Access Controls

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'’S LEAGUE
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH

SERVING WITH FAITH AND JOY
We would like to invite the ladies of the parish
to become members of the CWL. Meetings are
normally held the |* Saturday of the month at
10:00A.M. For more information, please email
Ai-Lin aleng@shaw.ca
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LANGLEY {\ Audi
19545 Langley Bypass 5955 Collection Dr
Surrey Langley
604.534.7431 604.539.0255
www.goldkey.ca
Sales. Service. Parts. Body Shop. Fleet and Lease.

KNIGHTS

OF COLUMBUS

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA COUNCIL 14925

Advertising space available!
$30/month or $300/year
Please contact the parish office for details.
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Vancouver’s Family Funeral Home

Serving Our
Catholic Community
Since 1908

GARDENS OF

& Cathollc Cemeteries
WW ) Archdiocese of Vancouver

Peace starts with

an appointment

e

604-531-2141/ rccav.org

15694 32nd Avenue,
Surrey, BC, V3Z 9V1

Cedargreen Painting

e Residential/ Commercial

e Interior/ Exterior

e Condo/ Townhouse Specials
¢ Free Estimates

e Clean Professional Service

Call Joseph at 604.263.7502
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