
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 

                                            We saw his star 

                                               at its rising and have                      

                                                  come to do him 

                                                            homage.” 
 
                                                                  Matthew 2: 2 
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The Epiphany of the Lord - January 6, 2019 

Pastor’s Corner 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
          I hope you had a happy time with family and 
friends over these past few weeks of the Christmas 
and New Year’s Season. Now it’s back to school and to 
the normal routine of  our regular work schedule and 
to the meetings and activities and groups that we are a 
part of. The holidays are great, but there is something 
to be said for the regularity of our normal days and 
nights, and I for one am  happy to get back to the 
routine. 
 
           This week our RCIA and Prep classes resume, as 
well as the meetings and special Masses for our First 
Communion children and parents. We are also going to 
begin the practice of  having the rcia group come for 
the Liturgy of the Word at Sunday Mass and then be 
dismissed to spend the rest of the Mass time opening 
up that same Word as a group for deeper reflection 
and discussion. This becomes a means by which our 
candidates learn more personally how the Word of 
God is addressed to them and how they might respond 
in a manner that deepens and strengthens their 
relationship with the Lord and  his Church. 
 
          Today we hear the story of the 3 Magi that find 
the child Jesus and lay their gifts before him. These are 
not toys or pj’s for a child, but rather very expensive 
gifts that reflect the honor and esteem they wish to 
demonstrate.  Traditionally they were deemed to be 
the means by which Joseph could provide for his 
family as they had to escape the clutches of King Herod 
and his soldiers and escape into Egypt in order to 
protect Jesus from harm.  
 
           And now centuries later Christians the world 
over are acting in a similar way by sharing their gifts 
to honor the Lord and to protect his body the Church 
from the violence of  non-believers. We are still 
witnessing the persecution of the Church in many 
parts of the world and we still need to protect those 
who flee from tyranny.  The feast of the Epiphany is a 
reminder that things haven’t changed that much over 
the centuries, and the Lord still needs our gifts in the 
mission of bringing  salvation to the world. 
 
          Have a good week, 

Please help us to warmly welcome  
Bev Anchikoski, our newly hired Youth & Young Adult 
Ministry Coordinator, to the parish. She will be 
responsible for the full development and delivery of the 
Parish’s Youth and Young Adult Discipleship Process. We 
are looking forward to having her build on the youth and 
young adult programs we have currently. Please provide 
her your support and prayers. 

Hi, I’m Bev ~ I’m 25 years old. I 
have an Degree in Philosophy, Faith 
and Culture. I have served as a 
missionary with: CCO-Impact 
Halifax, NET Ministries of Ireland, 
and Lifeteen-Hidden Lake Summer 
Camp, throughout the years.  
 
Howard Thurman once said, "Don't 
ask yourself what the world needs; 
ask yourself what makes you come 

alive. Because what the world needs are people who have come 
alive!" So I took the chance, left my former employment and applied 
for this position because this is what makes me come alive. And the 
rest you could say was God’s will. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for Jan. 2019 
              Evangelization:  Young People   
            That young people, especially in Latin  
               America, follow the example of Mary 
                   and respond to the call of the Lord to 
                     communicate the joy of the Gospel 
                           to the world.  

        Pope John Paul II’s 

                   Theology of the Body 
  

                             Who am I? Why do I exist? What will 

                               make me happy? Do I matter? These 

                              eternal questions determine how we 

                              live and what we love. They shape the  

choices we make, the work we do and the time we spend. 

They give life, and they take life.  That is why it’s 

imperative that we find the right answers, and not just 

good answers, but true answers that always and 

everywhere give peace, happiness and life. 
 

Given to us by Pope John Paul II, the 

Theology of the Body is the Catholic vision 

of what it means to be a human person, 

made in the image and likeness of God. It 

conveys the ancient truths of the faith in 

a new, accessible and relatable way, and it 

is renewing marriages, awakening vocations, healing 

deep personal wounds, and setting people free to live the 

life of greatness to which we are all called.  This complete 

course is being offered on 

11 Monday evenings in Good Shepherd Church 

starting tomorrow, January 7th.  It’s not too late to register!   

 

Register online rcav.org/TOB 

or contact the Parish Office 604-531-5739. 

https://rcav.org/tob/


SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD ~  HOMILY BY POPE FRANCIS 

Papal Mass at the Vatican Basilica ~ 6 January 2018  w2.vatican.va 

 

1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6 
Responsorial:  Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 
                                                   10–11, 12–13 
2nd Reading:  Ephesians 3:2–3, 5–6 
Gospel:  Matthew 2: 1-12 

     Three actions of the Magi guide our journey towards the 
Lord, who today is revealed as light and salvation for all 
peoples. The Magi see the star, they set out and they bring 
gifts. 
 
Seeing the star. This is where it starts. But why did the Magi 
alone see the star? Perhaps because few people raised their 
eyes to heaven. We often make do with looking at the 
ground, i.e. it’s enough to have our health, a little money and 
a bit of entertainment. I wonder if we still know 
how to look up at the sky - to dream, to long for 
God, to expect the newness he brings, or do we 
let ourselves be swept along by life, like dry 
branches before the wind? The Magi were not 
content with just getting by; they understood 
that to truly live, we need to keep looking up. 
 
Yet we can also ask why, among all those who 
looked up at the heavens, so many others did 
not follow that star.   Perhaps because the star 
was not eye-catching, did not shine any brighter 
than other stars.  The Gospel tells us that it was 
a star that the Magi saw “at its rising” (Mt 2:9).  

Jesus’ star does not dazzle or overwhelm, but 
gently invites. We may ask ourselves what 
star we have chosen to follow in our lives. 
Some stars may be bright, but they do not point the way. So 
it is with success, money, career, honours and pleasures 
when these become our life. They are meteors: they blaze 
momentarily, but then quickly burn out and their brilliance 
fades. They are shooting stars that mislead rather than lead. 
The Lord’s star, however, may not always overwhelm by its 
brightness, but it is always there, ever kindly: it takes you by 
the hand in life and accompanies you. It does not promise 
material reward, but ensures peace and grants, as it did to 
the Magi, “exceedingly great joy” (v.10).  But it also tells us to 
set out. 
 
Setting out, the second thing the Magi do, is essential if we 
are to find Jesus. His star demands a decision to take up the 
journey and to advance tirelessly on our way. It demands 
that we free ourselves from useless burdens and 
unnecessary extras that only prove a hindrance, and accept 
unforeseen obstacles along the map of life. Jesus allows 
himself to be found by those who seek him, but to find 
him we need to get up and go, take risks.  
 
Jesus makes demands: he tells those who seek him to leave 
behind the armchair of worldly comforts and the reassuring 
warmth of hearth and home.  God, who set his people free in 
the exodus and called new peoples to follow his star, grants 

freedom and joy always and only in the course of a 
journey. In other words, if we want to find Jesus, we have 
to overcome our fear of taking risks, our self-satisfaction 
and our indolent refusal to ask anything more of life. We 
need to take risks simply to meet a Child. Yet those risks 
are immensely worth the effort, since in finding that 
Child, in discovering his tenderness and love, we 
rediscover ourselves. 
 
Setting out is not easy. The Gospel shows us this through 
a cast of characters. There is Herod, wild with fear that 
the birth of a king will threaten his power. So he 
organizes meetings and sends people out to gather 
information, yet he himself does not budge; he stays 
locked up in his palace. Even “all Jerusalem” (v. 3) is afraid 
of the new things God is bringing about. They want 
everything to remain as it was – that is the way it has 

always been – no one has the courage to 
leave. The temptation of the priests and 
scribes is more subtle: they know the exact 
place and tell it to Herod, quoting the ancient 
prophecy. They know, but they themselves 
make no move towards Bethlehem. Theirs 
can be the temptation of those who are 
used to being believers: they can talk at 
length about the faith they know so well, 
but will not take a personal risk for the 
Lord. They talk, but do not pray; they 
complain, but do no good. The Magi, on the 
other hand, ignorant of the truths of faith, 
they are filled with longing and set out. So 
the Gospel tells us: They “came to worship 
him” (v. 2); “they set out; they went in, and fell 

down and worshiped him; they went back” (vv. 9, 11, 12). 
They kept moving. 
 
Bringing gifts. Having come to Jesus after a long journey, 
the Magi do as he does: they bring gifts. Jesus is there to 
give his life; they offer him their own costly gifts: gold, 
incense and myrrh. The Gospel becomes real when the 
journey of life ends in giving. To give freely, for the 
Lord’s sake, without expecting anything in return: 
this is the sure sign that we have found Jesus. For he 
says: “The gift you have received, give freely as a 
gift” (Mt 10:8). To do good without counting the cost, even 
when you gain nothing, even if it is unpleasant. That is 
what God wants. He, who become small for our sake, asks 
us to offer something for the least of his brothers and 
sisters...they are those who have nothing to give in 
return, the needy, the hungry, the stranger, the prisoner. 
We give a gift pleasing to Jesus when we care for a sick 
person, spend time with a difficult person, help someone 
for the sake of helping, or forgive someone who has hurt 
us. Jesus reminds us that if we only love those who love 
us back, we only do as the pagans do (Mt 5:46-47).  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, let us imitate the Magi: looking 
upwards, setting out, and freely offering our gifts. 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2018/documents/papa-francesco_20180106_omelia-epifania.html


Jan 7 Monday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Rosary for Priests after 8am Mass - GS 

7:00pm Theology of the Body (1 of 11)- GS Meeting Rm 

Jan 8 Tuesday  

9:00am Drop-off, Drop-in Coffee (school parents) - GS 

4:00pm King’s Banquet Soup Kitchen Dinner - SOS Hall 

7:00pm Small Christian Community - GS Library 

7:00pm Christian Silent Meditation - GS Cry Room 

7:00pm CWL General Meeting  - GS Meeting Rm 

Jan 9 Wednesday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

9:00am Korean Bible Study - GS Fireside Room 

 Priests at 2nd Wed Communion Visits 

10:00am Seniors Fitness -SOS Hall 

6:30pm Confessions - GS 

7:00pm RCIA - GS Meeting Room  

7:30pm Charismatic Prayer Group - School 

Jan 10 Thursday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

4:00pm Legion of Mary - GS Fireside 

6:15pm PREP - School 

Jan 11 Friday 

6:00am Friday Morning Men’s Group - GS Fireside 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Rosary for the Crisis in the Church - GS 

 Priests at 2nd Fri Communion Visits 

7:00pm Journey Youth Group (for Gr.6 & 7) - School Gym 

Jan 12 Saturday  

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Our Lady of Guadalupe Rosary Prayer Group - GS 

8:30am Confessions - S0S 

8:30am - Noon  RCIA Retreat Day 

10:00am Confessions - GS 

Jan 13 Sunday  

11:00am RCIA Rite of Acceptance 

7:00pm Teen Mass - GS 

see bulletin cover for regular weekday Mass schedule 
Our newest parishioners:   
 
Carol & Leonard Cheveldave 
 

Congratulations to those recently 
Baptised:   Madeleine Marie Evans 

                           Erica Anais Leyson Galang 

churches, making it challenging to determine where 
parishioners worship for their envelopes to be picked 
up.  Sometimes, parishioners report that they have not 
received their quarterly envelope mailout (you should 
have received your January/February/March 
envelopes by now) - we ask that you please let the 
Parish Office know so the envelope company can 
resend a set to you. 
 
Remember that if you forget to bring 
your offering envelope to Mass, you 
may use the PINK VISITOR envelope 
(or any generic envelope) as long as 
you print your full name legibly on 
the envelope so that your offering can be credited to 
your account. 

A note from the 

Parish Office regarding: 
 

Offering envelopes are mailed to 
registered parishioners quarterly 
by a third party envelope company, 
primarily because we have 3 

 
                       Prayer Requests 
 
Please pray for:  Larry Ginn, Danilo Sonido, 

Leslie Knapp, Patrick McManus, Jane Smith, 

Marie-Louise Hanna, Theresa McMurtry, Cathy Fifik, 

Bradley Antchak, Bill Lesage, Brianna Ginn, 

Kelsey Freisen, Jim Cullina, Nancy Murchison, 

Rachelle Beaver, Janice Thorsen, Walter Butula, 

Ray Wittrock, Mia Tennant, Sarah Philibert, 

Isla Ufford, Colleen Hopwood, Marie Geiger, 

Nikolas Fleming, Ken LaHaie, Magdalena Coombs, 

Luka Volentier, Charlotte Sears, Alice Anderson, 

Andrea Egan, Catharina Noble, Marian Nadelko, 

Pat Flickinger, Sophie Cosgrave, Joanna Boomars, 

Joyce Henderson, and Bernadette Deeley. 
 
Please pray for the Repose of the Souls of: 

Wilhelmine Pyplacz and Joseph Stipec 

Maricel Hernandez & Mark Savage 



 Invitation to 
women:  Join the 
Endow Study 
Group 
 
Grow in your faith 
as you read, ponder 

Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel 
 
A very heartfelt THANK YOU 
to all of you who answered the 
Lord’s call over these past weeks to 
fill in at the adoration chapel. 
 
We invite you to continue to visit 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  
Come and pray . . . recite your 
favorite prayers, do some meditative 
reading, or just bask in the healing 
rays of Jesus before you. 
 
St. John of the Cross said, “One 
moment of pure love is more precious 
in the eyes of God and more profitable 
to the whole Church than all the good 
works put together.”  Imagine what 
an hour can do!  Allow Jesus to work 
through you. 
 
Hours in need of a weekly adorer: 
Sunday, 1:00am-2:00am 
Sunday, 2:00am-3:00am 
Monday, 5:00am-6:00am 
Monday, 10:00pm-11:00pm 
Tuesday, Midnight-1:00am 
Tuesday, 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Wednesday, 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Friday, 8:00pm-9:00pm  
 
Hours needing a substitute: 
Sundays, Jan. 20 & 27 – 7:00-8:00pm 
Monday, Jan. 14 – 11:00am-Noon 
Mon, Jan. 7, 14, 21 –10:00 -11:00pm 
Tues, Jan. 22 & 29 – 1:00-2:00am 
Tues, Jan. 22 & 29 – 2:00-3:00am 
Tues, Jan. 15 & 22 – 4:00-5:00am 
Wed, Jan. 16, 23, 30 – 10:00-11:00am 
Wed, Jan. 23 & 30 – 4:00-5:00pm 
Thurs, Jan. 17, 24, 31 – 3:00-4:00pm  
 
For more information please call: 
Sandra Perrin  604 542 6057  or 
Donna Sali  604 542 3070 

and discuss St. John Paul II's 
encyclical "On the Christian 
Meaning of Suffering" alongside 
your sisters in Christ.  
Meeting at Good Shepherd Church 
for 8 sessions on alternating 
Wednesdays beginning 
February 6, 2019, 9:30-11:30am 
(excluding Ash Wednesday and 
Spring Break).  Childcare provided 
on site by our wonderful volunteer 
team!  To participate in this study 
or to volunteer for childminding 
call/text, or email Gemma Myers 
604-828-8493 glcowhig@gmail.com  

The Epiphany of the Lord - January 6, 2019 

We are looking for a musician to help 
with playing for Mass - someone who 
can play piano, can lead the 
congregation in song, and can cantor 
the Psalm if required. 
 
This is a wonderful ministry that can 
bring many blessings to both the 
music minister and the congregation.  
Please prayerfully consider if you 
might be called to this ministry. 
 
Contact Trudi Stammer, our music 
director, at 604-531-5739 or 
604-889-8558 if you are interested 
or require more information.  

A very Happy New Year 
to all ladies of the parish!  
Please join us this coming 
Tuesday, Jan. 8th for our General 
Meeting and the installation of our 
new executive team members.  
Meeting will begin at 7:00pm after 
6:30pm Mass at Good Shepherd 
Church.  Bring a friend and enjoy 
some coffee and fellowship! 
 
2019 Members will be available  
next weekend (Jan. 12 & 13) 
after all Masses. A membership 
form must accompany your  
annual dues.  Thank you for taking 
this opportunity to renew your 
membership and for your 
continued support! 

Teen Music Ministry 
If you are in Grades 6-12 and love 
to sing and make music, come 
share your talents while having 
some fun with teens who share our 
Faith. 
 
Our next Mass will be on Sunday, 
January 13th, 7:00pm at Good 
Shepherd Church.  Come for 
practice before Mass in the Meeting 
Room 5:45pm-6:45pm. 
 
For more info, please contact Evon 
Olsen at evono@starofthesea.ca 

 

For all Youth  in Grades 6 & 7  
Come journey with other youth in 
Grades 6 and 7 as we explore the 
Gospel through fun activates and 
engaging conversations.  We will 
be taking a deeper look at this 
week’s readings in a new and 
relatable perspective. Led by 
Andrea Gaspar and Francesco 
Cristiano, we meet every other 
Friday in the School Gym. 
Next gathering:  January 11th.  
Please register by emailing 
youth@starofthesea.ca 

Support our Youth 

& Young Adults 

Ministries by 

bringing your 

beverage containers to 

Semiahmoo Bottle Depot at  

#28, 15515 24 Ave, South Surrey.  

Please quote: 

“Star of the Sea Youth #529”  

mailto:glcowhig@gmail.com
mailto:evono@starofthesea.ca
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Holy Cross Regional Secondary 
invites prospective families to: 

Open House 
Thursday, January 31st 

Join us to see what makes Holy 
Cross school community 
unique.  Listen to our Band, 
conduct experiments in our Science 
Laboratory, learn about the many 
different athletic opportunities, 
taste the delightful treats provided 
from the Foods and Nutrition 
Department, relax at our French 
Café, admire the artwork of our 
students, browse through the 
books in our Learning Commons, 
and much more!  Applications for 
the 2019/2020 school year will be 
available at this event.  

ST. JOHN PAUL II ACADEMY is now 
accepting GRADE 8 & GRADE 9 
applications for the 2019/2020 
school year.  Deadline for 
application is Feb. 15, 2019. 
 
To apply, contact the school: 
604-560-8210 or email: 
mdeslauriers@sjp2academy.com 

 

is now accepting applications for 
students entering Grades 8-12 for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Open House 
Tuesday January 15, 2019 
6:30pm at STMC 
7450 12th Avenue, Burnaby  
 
Visit:  stthomasmorecollegiate.ca 

How to Survive in 
Marriage while Raising 

Children 
 

February 20, 2019 
7:00pm – 8:30pm 

St. Anthony Padua Church Hall 
1345 W. 73rd Avenue  

 
This session will discuss some of 
the challenges parents have in 
keeping their marriages strong 
and healthy. Practical suggestions 
will be given to help parents 
improve their connection with 
each other in the midst of the 
turmoil of every day life. The 
importance of conversation and 
collaborative decision making 
will be discussed along with 
creative ways to keep a marriage 
great!  FACILITATOR:      Denis Boyd, M.A.  

Registered Psychologist 
 

For more info contact: 
Sara  sara_hyho@yahoo.ca 

One day courses for ministry 
training, faith formation and 
general interest open to all.   

Saturday, January 19, 2019   
 10:00am to 4:00pm 

 Notre Dame Secondary, 
2880 Venables St., Vancouver 

 
Cost:   $40.00 on or before Jan. 16th 
 
Course topics include: 
 
Addressing the Clerical Sexual Abuse 

Presenter: Jean-Luc Padley 
With the recent revelations of sexual abuse as 

well as cover-ups at some of the highest 

levels in the Church, it is important to 

understand how certain Churchmen have 

failed, how the Church has responded 

properly, and what still needs to be done to 

bring perpetrators to justice and to provide 

support to victims.  With this information and 

using the Catholic Voices method, we will be 

able to answer the question, “Why has it 

taken so long for the Church to take clerical 

sexual abuse seriously?” in a way that sheds 

light and avoids generating heat in 

discussions with family, friends and 

professional associates. 
 
For more course descriptions, visit  
rcav.org/oc-winter-institute 

St. Matthew’s  
PRO-LIFE MINISTRY 

invites you to: 

  Valentine’s 
 Dinner & Dance 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 
St. Matthew’s Parish 

16079 88th Avenue, Surrey 
 

Invite your friends and come enjoy a 
great night while supporting the 
important work of St. Matthew 

Parish’s prolife ministry. 
For more event details, contact 
genevieve.percotte@gmail.com 
 
For tickets, contact Greg Egan 
604-999-5027  gregv@bigratz.ca 

You are warmly invited to 

'Come Away'  
for an opportunity to deepen your 
prayer life and discern where God 
is leading you.  
 
Come and join us and discover 
how your relationship with God 
can be deepened by learning 
ways to find Love and 
Compassion through God's word, 
in prayer, reflection, music and 
friendship, and to reflect on ways 
to nourish Love and Compassion 
in the Holy Spirit. 
 
Celebrant: Fr Joseph Hieu Nguyen 
Speaker: Anne Wicks – Spiritual 
Companion, Retreat Facilitator 
 
Feb 15th - 17th at Westminster 
Abbey – Mission. Limited spaces 
remaining. 
 
For more info, call Joanne 
604-946-2932 mcgowanj@dccnet.com 

mailto:mdeslauriers@sjp2academy.com
https://stthomasmorecollegiate.ca
mailto:sara_hyho@yahoo.ca
http://rcav.org/oc-winter-institute/
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mailto:mcgowanj@dccnet.com


 
If you would like to advertise in this bulletin, 

there are open spaces available 

for January-December 2019. 




