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From the Desk of Father MacFrom the Desk of Father Mac 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. The Gos-
pels give us very few details of Jesus’ early life growing up 
in Nazareth. Here and there we get snippets of what his 
early life must have been like, and of course we can fill in 
some of the missing details from what we know of life in 
first-century Palestine. As a carpenter, Joseph was most 
likely a man of modest means from the lower middle class. 
While a member of the house of David, he and his family, 
and indeed his community, lived modestly.  
 
Today’s Gospel passage, often known as the Finding of the 
Child Jesus in the Temple, is very familiar to us. The Holy 
Family has traveled to Jerusalem for the annual celebration 
of Passover. On their way home they realize that Jesus is no 
longer with them. Passover was, and continues to be, the 
key defining feast of Judaism – a commemoration of Israel’s 
liberation from slavery and the source of its identity as 
God’s Chosen People. Today, it stands as the backdrop to 
Luke’s revelation of Jesus’ fullest and deepest identity. 
Here, the Gospel tells us, Jesus reveals himself as the Fa-
ther’s Son who has come among us to answer the great 
questions of human experience.  
 
Filled with concern for his safety and indeed with a little 
bit of righteous annoyance, Mary and Joseph return to Jeru-
salem to search for their missing son, When they find him, 
he is not with children of his own age but with the elders. 
We can all imagine their emotions and fears before they 
found him, and their relief and joy when they found him 
safe.  
 

This Gospel, however, is not so much a commentary on 
family life, but more a testimony to its importance in God’s 
plan for our world. Having experienced the wonder of Je-
sus’ birth, Mary and Joseph do not keep his holy presence 
to themselves nor closet him away from the world. Instead, 
as faithful people of the Covenant, they ensure that he is 
brought up as part of a worshipping and faith-filled commu-
nity. There, he would grow in grace and favor even in the 
face of life’s struggles and challenges.  
 
Today’s feast sets before us the truth that, with God’s help 
and despite all the challenges of life, we too can grow in 
goodness and holiness. Imagine what a difference we could 
make in our own families if we sought to understand more 
fully, as Saint John reminds us in our second reading, that 
we already share a holy dignity as God’s children and a holy 
destiny that has yet to be revealed.  
 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, let us invite 
Christ Jesus to bring his loving presence into our homes this 
day – binding us together, healing our divisions and allowing 
us to give ourselves over to loving God and others. Then we 
would truly be God’s holy family! 
 

On behalf of the clergy and staff of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
Parish I wish you a happy and peaceful New Year! 
 
 
YOURS  IN CHRIST, 
REV. EBEN MACDONALD, PASTOR 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS The office will be 
open until 12 noon on Monday, December 
31st.  We will be closed on Tuesday, January 
1st, in observance of the New Year’s holi-

day.  We will reopen at 9am on Wednesday, January 2nd.   
 
 REGISTER NOW to participate in our fifth annual 
WALK FOR LIFE on JANUARY 19th, 2019!  35,000 
people came together last January in downtown LA 
to celebrate life and promote the beauty and digni-

ty of every person from conception to natural death.   
 
ONELIFE LA challenges participants to actively build a cul-
ture of life through small and large works of mercy in our 
own neighborhoods.  Join us this January 19th for our fami-
ly friendly celebration!  
 
Volunteer with our Community Partners who serve women 
and families, care for the poor and homeless, assist the 
immigrant and refugee and visit the sick and elderly.  
ONELIFE LA invites you to build a civilization of love the en-
tire year, not just for one day.   Connect with us on Face-
book. Meet our Community Partners and impact your fami-
ly, your neighborhood and our world with good works that 
help those in need.  Onelifela.org/register.  

 

 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

This New Year's Eve, at the turning of the year, you may 
catch a glimpse of the old year, a cartoon figure of a 
hunched old man with a sickle, Father Time. Did you know 
this is in fact a pope? December 31 was in the old calendar 
the feast of St. Sylvester. Legend says that Sylvester healed 
the Emperor Constantine of leprosy, and presided at the 
liturgy of baptism for the grateful emperor. In 314, he was 
chosen pope, and it fell to him to organize the peacetime 
church, free at last from persecution.  
 
In northern Europe "Sylvester Night" is a time of great par-
ties with eating, dancing, and singing--recalling perhaps the 
joy of the church in the fresh air of Sylvester's papacy. In 
Poland, there was great fear as the year 1000 approached 
that an immense dragon would devour the earth and set 
fire to the heavens. The people prayed earnestly to St. Syl-
vester, trusting that the saint would not permit such suffer-
ing on his feast day. They've been celebrating ever since! 
 
Many New Year's customs have pagan roots, like the British 
"First Footer" tradition. The idea is that the first person 
setting foot into your house in the new year determines the 
luck for the year ahead. The ideal first footer was not a bit 
like old Pope Sylvester, but rather a tall, dark-haired man 
carrying the right gift. A handsome first footer meant the 
year ahead would be pleasant, and if he carried bread or a 
shovel of coal there would be food and warmth in the fu-
ture. Who will be your household's first footer? 
 



 

PrayFor 

Frank Ivancie 
Regina Hagan 
Anne Galli 
Tio Galli 
Mickey Pappas 
Barbara Bick 
Mary Shartzer 
Sandra Osorio 
Dorothy Montanio 
Shelia Hartman 
Fr. Verne Boutilier 

Bob Farina 
Sheldon Payne 
Jose  Ramirez 
Christopher Browne 
Antonio Almonte 
Dolores Genova 
DeNardis 
Maria Rooney 
Dan Stopple 
Dolores Cardelucci 
Ali Rich 
Giovanna Cortese 
Mary Rubino 

  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29TH 
4:00 pm - Florence Buttita, RIP 

  SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30TH 
   8:00 am   - People of the Parish, SPEC. INT. 
10:00 am   - Luvia Rojas, RIP 
12:00 pm   - Michael & Clara Hughes, RIP 

  MONDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 
7:30 am  - People of the Parish, SPEC. INT.  

 TUESDAY, JANUARY 1ST 
7:30 am - Bob Farina, SPEC. INT. 

 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2ND 
7:30 am - Vince McEveety, RIP 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 3RD 
7:30 am  - Felixberto Victorino, SPEC INT. 

 FRIDAY, JANUARY 4TH  
7:30 am - Nancy Gervin, SPEC. INT. 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 5TH 
7:30 am - Michael O’Connor, Sr., RIP 
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ST CYRIL OF JERUSALEM PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
December 16th  

 
“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, 
the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”  (  1:44) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our weekly collection goal is 13,000 
 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading 
each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?”  If not, don’t blame the 
lector or the priest, rather look inside yourself.  Do you pre-
pare for Mass each week or do you just show up and expect to 
be entertained?  We are called through Stewardship to be 
active participants, not passive by-standers.   

 
Thank you   

Envelopes     (Egive incl.)                     $  8,842 
Loose cash                     $  1,859 
Total                     $10,681  

 

PLEASE JOIN US IN THE GROTTO FOR COFFEE AND 
DONUTS AFTER THE 8 AND 10 AM  MASSES THIS 
WEEKEND.  COME MAKE NEW FRIENDS! 

SAFEGUARDING THE CHILDREN 
ALWAYS KEEP YOUR BLINK SPOTS IN MIND 

 
 
 
 

Each week, more than 50 children are killed or 
injured when a driver backs up the car. In an 
overwhelming number of those cases, a parent, 
relative, or close friend is behind the wheel. It’s 
devastating to think that a simple action could 

cause such harm to your child, but it happens far too fre-
quently. Be aware of your ‘blind spots’ when you’re be-
hind the wheel — those areas you know are there, but 
can’t see clearly from your mirrors. Check out what’s hap-
pening around your vehicle before you get in. Make sure 
you know where your children are before you start your 
car. For a copy of the complete VIRTUS® article, “A Pre-
ventable Accident,” contact us.   
 
email:tjvienna@la-archdiocese.org  
 
 
 

. 
FULLY RELY ON GOD (FROGs) is our ’little 
church’ program for ages 4-7, which meets    
during the 10 am Mass  There will be no FROGS 
on December 30th.   Please watch the bulletin 
for January dates.   

 
 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES to attend a VIRTUS 
training session are on Wednesday, January 
6th at 6pm, hosted by Our Lady of Grace in 
Encino.  Please call (818) 344-4126 to reserve a 

spot.  And on Wednesday, January 30th at 6:30pm, host-
ed by St John Eudes in Chatsworth.  Please call Martha 
Garcia at (818) 341-3680, ext. 110, to register.  
 

 
CANDLELIGHT ROSARY AND PRAYER GROUP  
will meet Monday, January 7th, 14th, 21st $ 28th 
at 7pm in the Blessed Mother’s chapel near the 
west doors of the church.  All are welcome to 
join this special devotion to our Lady.  

 
CALLED TO RENEW CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

 
AS OF DECEMBER 23RD, 2018 

 
TOTAL=  171 GIFTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKS TO ALL OUR  GENEROUS PARISHIONERS WHO  
PARTICIPATED IN  OUR CALLED TO RENEW  CAMPAIGN. 

 
 IF YOU HAVE NOT YET PARTICIPATED IN THE CAMPAIGN, IT'S 

NOT TOO LATE!  YOU CAN PICK UP A PLEDGE CARD AT THE ENDS 
OF THE PEWS, OR DROP BY THE PARISH OFFICE AND WE WILL 

ASSIST YOU.  EVERY DOLLAR WE RAISE WILL STAY RIGHT HERE 
AT SAINT CYRIL’S ! 

 
Pൺඋංඌඁ Gඈൺඅ 

                             
$ 1,000.000 
 

 
Aආඈඎඇඍ Pඅൾൽ඀ൾൽ 

                               
$ 1,141,060 

   

 

 
 100% ඈൿ Gඈൺඅ 

 
 114 % ඈൿ Gඈൺඅ         
 

 



Saint Cyril of Jerusalem Church 
SUNDAY & WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturdays  4:00 PM 
Sundays 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 

Vigil of Holy Days 7:00 PM 
Holy Days 7:30 AM, 12:00 PM,  7:00 PM 

Weekdays  (MON-SAT) 7:30 AM 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/RECONCILIATION  
Saturday:  8:00-8:30 AM & 3:00-4:00 PM  

MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS  
Tuesday:  8:00 AM 
HOLY ROSARY  

Daily after the 7:30 AM Mass  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

2nd Sunday of each Month at 2:00 PM 
WEDDINGS  

Must contact the priest at least 6 months in advance  
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL  

Open Monday—Friday:   8:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

1st Friday of each Month after the 7:30 AM Mass 

- Contact Us - 

PARISH MAIL ADDRESS: 4601 FIRMAMENT AVE., ENCINO, CA 91436 

PARISH OFFICE      ………………………………………………………        818- 986.8234 
RECTORY     …………………………………………………………………         818- 986.8234 
SCHOOL       …………………………………………………………………      818- 501.4155 
CONVENT        ……………………………………………………………      818- 784.1290 
BIBLE STUDY       …………………………………………………………     818- 789.5947 
RCIA/ RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE        ……………………………    818- 789.5947 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE PROGRAM        ……………………………    818- 981.6832 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY TO THE SICK       …………………    818- 986.8234 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAM/YOUTH MINISTRY   …………    818- 986.8234 
PARISH WEBSITE        ……………………………………………… www.st-cyril.org 
PARISH EMAIL      ……………………………………………………… info@st-cyril.org 
FACEBOOK       …………………………………………….…......… /                                    StCyrilOfJerusalem 
SCHOOL WEBSITE    …………………………………………….…… www.stcyril.net 
SCHOOL EMAIL       …………………………………………………… info@stcyril.net 

January 1st 
 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2019) 



52nd WORLD DAY OF PEACE 

1 JANUARY 2019 

“Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to 
this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your 

peace shall rest upon him; but if not,  
it shall return to you” (Lk 10:5-6). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bringing peace is central to the mission of 
Christ’s disciples. The “house” of which Je-

sus speaks is every family, community, 
country and continent, in all their diversity 

and history.  

It is first and foremost each individual per-
son, without distinction or discrimination.  

But it is also our “common home”: the 
world in which God has placed us and 

which we are called to 
 care for and cultivate. 

So let this be my greeting at the beginning 
of the New Year:  

“Peace be to this house!” 

- Pope Francis From the Vatican, 8 December 2018  



New Patients Welcome • Find Us on Youtube

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

PROVIDING QUALITY HIGH TECH
DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING SERVICES
High Field MRI Systems • Reduced Scan Times

Open MRI • No Radiation

Toll Free: 800.851.4150
www.maxmrimaging.com
17530 Ventura Blvd., Suite 106
Encino, CA 91316

Medicare/PPO Accepted

HOME VESTORS®

* 7 A Real Estate Investments, LLC

We buy homes for
CASH any condition!

FRANK ARRIGO  818-245-4441
Owner/Parishioner frank.arrigo@homevestors.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise. Prices begin at $1045
per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary

offered. Deposit of only $350 per person will reserve your cabin.
Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,

Brian or Sally, coordinators   860.399.1785

an Official Travel
Agency of

Apostleship of the
Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

513813 St Cyril of Jerusalem Church www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

PROBATE
LIVING TRUSTS

WILLS
Chris Daniels ✦ John Daniels

Attorneys At Law
17024 Lassen Street, Northridge

www.johndanielslaw.com

818-718-1250
Free Initial Consultation

Catholic Lawyers

NORMA VILLAPANDO
REALTOR®

Cal BRE # 01887325

310.698.2431
1328 Crenshaw Blvd. Suite A, Torrance, CA 90501

From the WLP Vault comes 
the Bible Story of Christmas featuring 

8 Classic Christmas Carols and a reading 
of the Gospel of Luke 2: 4-20

by Bing Crosby! Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

818.533.1975
Local

Lic 600983         Parishioner $2
5

OFF

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

John Mason Owner

818-528-5388
john.mason@brightstarcare.com

brightstar.com/s-san-fernando-valley

Got injured at work? 
Call for a free consultation

www.auxlawgroup.com
818-855-2330 phone

Todd Whates, Esq.
You will speak to a lawyer

We only get paid if you receive a settlement

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
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