
Pastor:  Fr. Glenn Dion  (ext. 223) 
  gdion@starofthesea.ca 
 
Assistant Fr. Ajin George, MCBS  (ext. 273) 
Pastors:  ageorge@starofthesea.ca 
 Fr. Francis Mallya, ALCP/OSS  (ext. 225) 
 fmallya@starofthesea.ca 
 
PREP Office Hours: 
  Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm 
 Thursday 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
 Saturday 11:00am - 1:00pm 
 
PREP Coordinator:     Irina Slijouk (ext. 227) 
                                            prep@starofthesea.ca 

Office Administrator:   Mario Ylanan (ext. 276) 
 mylanan@starofthesea.ca 
 
Office Assistant: Anne-Marie D’Mello  (ext. 221) 
 parish@starofthesea.ca 
 
Accounting:  Lorena Grange (ext. 224) 
 lgrange@starofthesea.ca 
 
Ministries/Volunteers: Janice Hamanishi  (ext. 280) 
                                                  janiceh@starofthesea.ca 
 
Music Director:  Trudi Stammer (ext. 222) 
  tstammer@shaw.ca 
 
Facilities Manager:    Tom Cremer (ext. 274) 
   tomc@starofthesea.ca 

2250 – 150th Street, Surrey, BC   V4A 9J3 
Phone:  604.531.5739   Fax:  604.538.4928 
Email:  parish@starofthesea.ca 
Web:  starofthesea.ca 
 
Emergency:  604.831.1162   
                     or 604.541.8036 
 
Administration Hours: 

Monday -  Saturday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
(closed for lunch on Saturday Noon-1:00pm) 

Parish Office 

Our Three Churches 

Our School 

                Star of the Sea Catholic Elementary 
                15024 - 24th Avenue, Surrey, BC   V4A 2H8 
                 Phone:  604-531-6316    Fax:  604-531-0171  
                 web:     staroftheseaschool.ca 
                 email:  school@sosschool.ca 
                 Principal: Nicole Regush 

Good Shepherd Church  (since 1994) 
2250 - 150th Street, Surrey, BC  V4A 9J3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See “WEEK AT A GLANCE” inside bulletin for 
Mass and Confessions schedules this week 

 

Star of the Sea Church   (since 1923) 
1153 Fir Street, White Rock, BC   V4B 4A8 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Cross Church (since 1945) 
12268 Beecher Street 
Surrey, BC  V4A 3A3 

Serving our Parish: 

December 23, 2018 

“Most blessed are you 
   among women, and 
     blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
    And how does this happen to me, 

    that the mother of my Lord 
             should come to me? 

Luke 1: ...42-43 
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4th Sunday of Advent - December 23, 2018 

Pastor’s Corner 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
           This year the 4th week of Advent is pretty much a 
“no show” since tomorrow is Christmas Eve! So the 
season of Advent for this year is about the shortest it 
ever gets, as Christmas comes very quickly once we’ve 
celebrated our Sunday Masses. 
 
           This coming week is really our Christmas holiday 
week and so the parish office will be closed on Tuesday 
and Wednesday.  Our daily Mass schedule stays the 
same for the days following Christmas, but our school, 
prep, and rcia classes are on a break until the new year. 
 
           Please take note of  the schedule for Christmas 
Masses in our three churches, and be mindful to invite 
family and friends who may not usually attend, as they 
are most welcome. 
 
          And on behalf of myself and Fr. Francis and Fr. Ajin, 
we extend to you a very peaceful and joyful Christmas, 
and  will remember you in our Christmas Masses  
praying for God’s blessings upon you and your loved 
ones . 
 
           Have a blessed Christmas, 

Dec 24 Monday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:00am Weekday Mass-GS followed by Rosary for Priests 

 Parish Office closed at 1pm 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass - Holy Cross Church 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass - Star of the Sea Church 

4:00pm Christmas Eve Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

11:00pm Midnight Mass (doors open at 10pm, carols start 
11pm) - Good Shepherd Church 

Dec 25 Christmas Day 

 Parish Office Closed 

8:30am Christmas Day Mass - Holy Cross Church 

9:00am Christmas Day Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

10:30am Christmas Day Mass - Star of the Sea Church 

11:00am Christmas Day Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

Dec 26 Boxing Day 

 Parish Office Closed 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:00am Weekday Mass - GS 

9:00am Weekday Mass - SOS 

6:30pm Confessions - GS 

Dec 27 Thursday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:00am Weekday Mass - GS 

9:00am Weekday Mass - SOS 

Dec 28 Friday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:00am Weekday Mass - GS 
followed by Rosary for the Crisis in the Church  

9:00am Weekday Mass - SOS 

Dec 29 Saturday  

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:00am Weekday Mass - GS   followed by Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Rosary 

8:30am Confessions - SOS 

9:00am Weekday Mass - SOS 

10:00am Confessions - GS 

4:00pm Anticipated Holy Family Sunday Mass - SOS 

5:00pm Anticipated Holy Family Sunday Mass - GS 

Dec 30 Holy Family Sunday 

8:30am Mass - Holy Cross Church 

9:00am Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

10:30am Mass - Star of the Sea Church 

11:00am Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

7:00pm Mass - Good Shepherd Church 

Archbishop Miller’s Christmas Message 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

...Christmas celebrations enable us to remember that God 
has not forgotten us and that he comes to us in our daily lives. 
He came among us 2,000 years ago, born in Bethlehem. But 
he also comes to be with us today in every situation of our 
life, the good times and the bad. He dwells among us; he lives 
with us and within us. 

As we journey toward Christmas, the Church takes us by the 
hand and helps us to experience once again the joyful 
expectation of the Lord’s coming to his people long ago, and 
to us today. 

As we approach Christmas during this season of hope, I urge 
everyone to invite Mary to be your companion on the journey. 
At the Annunciation, when she affirmed, “Let it be done unto 
me according to your word” (Lk 1:38), she was saying: “I don’t 
know what this all means, but I trust that good things will 
happen because the Lord promises this.” 

Mary believed, and she invites us to believe and trust in God’s 
goodness and faithfulness. She gave up control over her own 
future and let God define her life. She was willing to let him 
set the agenda, for she trusted that he leads us according to 
his love, casting out our fear. Mary hoped in God and she 
leads us to hope... 

Read Archbishop Miller’s complete Christmas message at 
https://rcav.org/christmas2018  

https://rcav.org/archbishop-millers-christmas-message-3/


 

Perpetual 
Adoration 
Chapel 
 
“Let us go, then, 
to Bethlehem to 

see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to 
us.”   Luke 2:15 
 

Like the shepherds of long ago, come 
with faith and humility to experience 
Jesus in a new and special way. 
 
Hours in need of a 
weekly adorer: 
Sunday, 1:00am-2:00am 
Sunday, 2:00am-3:00am 
Monday, 5:00am-6:00am 
Monday, 10:00pm-11:00pm 
Tuesday, Midnight-1:00am 
Tuesday, 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Wednesday, 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Friday, 8:00pm-9:00pm  
 
Hours needing a Substitute: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 5:00-6:00pm 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 6:00-7:00pm 
Thursday, Dec. 27 – 1:00-2:00am 
Thursday, Dec. 27 – 2:00-3:00pm 
Saturday, Dec. 29 – 8:00-9:00pm 
 
Monday, Jan. 7 – 12 noon-1:00pm 
Tuesdays, Jan. 8 & 15 – 3:00-4:00pm 
Wed, Jan. 2, 9, 16 – 10:00-11:00am 
Wed, Jan. 2, 9, 16 – 4:00-5:00pm 
Wed, Jan. 2, 9, 16 – 11:00pm-Mdngt 
Thurs, Jan. 3, 10, 17 – 7:00-8:00am 
Friday, Jan. 4 – 4:00-5:00am 
Fri, Jan. 11, 18, 25 – 8:00-9:00pm 
Saturdays, Jan. 5 & 12 – 6:00-7:00am 
 
For more information please call: 
Sandra Perrin  604 542 6057  or 
Donna Sali  604 542 3070 

 

1st Reading: Micah 5:1–4 
Responsorial: Psalms 80:2–3, 
                                             15–16, 18–19 
2nd Reading:  Hebrews 5:5–10 
Gospel:  Luke 1: 39-45  

no RCIA community. Inquirers are not 
joining the RCIA. They are joining 
Christ. And the place they find Christ is 
within the Body of Christ—the body of 
believers that we call “parish.” That is 
the only community that can initiate 
the Inquirers into the way of faith and 
conversion. 

“Hence, the entire community must 
help the candidates and the 
catechumens throughout the process 
of initiation…” (RCIA 9).  

The Parishioner’s (YOUR) Role 

#1 is PRAY.  Pray for each of our 
Inquirers who God has called by 
planting something in their hearts to 
move them to seek some kind of 
relationship with the Church.  You 
may not know each of them 
personally, but God does! 

BE A SPONSOR.  The Rite of 
Acceptance makes the Inquirers 
members of the Church as those 
preparing to be baptized.  Therefore 
the person is given a title and role to 
play in the Church - that of 
“catechumen” which means “one in 
whom the Word of God echoes”.  In 
preparation for this rite, the Church 
gives the inquiring person a gift - one 
of its own baptized members to be a 
sponsor or companion through the 
next part of the process of becoming 
Catholic. 

The primary job of a sponsor is to be a 
spiritual friend to the catechumen (or 
baptized candidate). A sponsor needs 
to be able to share his or her own 
faith and needs to be a person of 
prayer.  A sponsor is not a catechist 
and isn’t expected to know more 
about church teaching than the 
average adult Catholic. The 
catechumen (or baptized candidate)
will raise many questions the sponsor 
will not be able to immediately 
answer. That’s normal. The sponsor 
needs to know who to call on to find 
the answers. 

Do you feel the Holy Spirit moving 
your heart to answer this call to 
accompany a brother or sister in 
Christ in their journey of faith? 

Excerpts from TeamRCIA.com 

RCIA Update 

A big part of the Church’s mission is to 
help people respond when God calls 
them.  For Christians, initiation and on
-going participation in the life of the 
Church are the primary responses to 
God’s call.   

Being Accepted 

Becoming Catholic is a process.  The 
first part of this process is called 
“Evangelization and Precatechumenate”.  
Since the beginning of November  and 
after 8 weeks of Alpha, a group of 
adults have continued to meet every 
Wednesday evening in Good 
Shepherd Church to explore and learn 
more about our Catholic faith. 

Through the grace of God, this group 
of Inquirers will be ready to commit to 
becoming Catholic and will be invited 
to celebrate the “Rite of Acceptance into 
the Order of the Catechumenate”, 
scheduled for Sunday, January 13, 
2019 at the 11AM Mass.  By 
celebrating this rite, the person is 
officially and publicly declaring his or 
her intention to enter into a formal 
relationship with the Church, learning 
its ways and participating in its 
lifestyle.  The Church, in turn, accepts 
their commitment and pledges its 
support throughout the person’s 
journey of faith. 

It is important that the parish as a 
whole serve as a guide to the Inquirers 
because the parish is our best 
example of the way of faith and 
conversion. As parishioners, we are all 
asked to be a shining, clear example of 
a people of faith and a community of 
conversion. While this all sounds 
lovely and easy to grasp, in reality 
(and if we are honest with ourselves), 
it can be very difficult to pull off!  
Because people are fallible; we are 
often unfaithful; we often resist 
change, and we witness those failings 
in our fellow parishioners!  That is 
why sometimes, without really even 
thinking about it, RCIA Inquirers are 
shielded from the larger parish 
community, instead favouring a “RCIA 
community.”  But in reality, there is 

http://teamrcia.com/


4th Sunday of Advent - December 23, 2018 

Holy Cross Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 8:30am 
Holy Family Sunday: 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 8:30am 
Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day): 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 – 8:30am 
 
Star of the Sea Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 10:30am 
Holy Family Sunday: 
Anticipated Mass:  Sat. Dec. 29 - 4:00pm 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 10:30am 
Solemnity of Mary: 
Anticipated Mass:  Mon. Dec. 31 - 4:00pm 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 – 10:30am 
 
Good Shepherd Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm, and  
                                Midnight Mass - doors open 10pm, 
                                                                             carols start 11pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 9:00am and 11:00am  
Holy Family Sunday: 
Anticipated Mass:  Sat. Dec. 29 - 5:00pm 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 9:00am, 11:00am, 7:00pm  
Solemnity of Mary: 
Anticipated Mass:  Mon. Dec. 31 - 5:00pm 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2018 –  9:00am, 11:00am, 7:00pm 

Christmas & New Year’s 
MASS SCHEDULE 

In support of 

Knights of Columbus Community Charities 

 

  Sat., Jan 5, 2019        Sun., Jan 6, 2019 

    9 am - 3:30pm             Noon - 3:30pm 
 

at Good Shepherd Church Parking Lot 

(east side, in the overflow parking) 

 
 

Attention:  Please remove ALL decorations, 

wires and tree stand from 

your Christmas tree! 

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS 

Parish donations should be received by the Parish Office before the end of business day on 
December 31st, in order to receive a tax receipt for 2018.  Please ensure all cheques are 
dated on or before December 31, 2018.  This is a requirement of Canada Revenue Agency. 
 
Project Advance pledges need to be received by the Parish Office before the end of business 

day on Friday, December 28th to qualify for the 2018 parish rebate and your 2018 tax receipt.  Donations 
can be made by cheque, cash or credit card at the Parish Office. For online donations, go to: 
www.rcav.org/giving  

http://www.rcav.org/giving


4th Sunday of Advent - December 23, 2018 

Our newest 

parishioners: 
 

Euberto & Joyce 
Lozada 

Prayer Requests 
 
Please pray for:   

Leslie Knapp, Patrick McManus, 

Marie-Louise Hanna, Jane Smith,  

Theresa McMurtry, Cathy Fifik, 

Bradley Antchak, Bill Lesage, 

Brianna Ginn, Kelsey Freisen, 

Jim Cullina, Nancy Murchison, 

Rachelle Beaver, Janice Thorsen, 

Walter Butula, Ray Wittrock, 

Mia Tennant, Sarah Philibert, 

Bernd Firnung, Isla Ufford, 

Colleen Hopwood, Marie Geiger,  

Nikolas Fleming, Ken LaHaie, 

Magdalena Coombs, 

Luka Volentier, Charlotte Sears, 

Alice Anderson, Andrea Egan, 

Catharina Noble, 

Marian Nadelko, Pat Flickinger, 

Sophie Cosgrave, Joanna Boomars, 

Joyce Henderson, and 

Bernadette Deeley. 
 
Please pray for the 

Repose of the Souls of:  
 
        Drago Vranic 

         Barbara Demers 

 

About  THE BIGGEST LIE: 
 
This revolutionary book reveals the 
crippling lie that prevents Christians 
from discovering a vibrant, life-giving 
faith, and empowers readers to 
overcome the lie so they can 
experience true, lasting happiness 
and leave their marks on the world.  
Kelly cuts to the heart of the matter, 
sharing practical ways that Christians 
can overcome the lie and discover 
true happiness.  
 

From  THE BIGGEST LIE: 
 
“The thing is, our deep yearning isn't 
for momentary pleasures; it is for  
lasting happiness in a changing 
world.  The world is always changing; 
we cannot control every situation. 
Situational happiness is easy. It is 
easy to be happy lying on an exotic 
tropical beach all day for a week. But 
so much of this happiness is 
dependent on the situation. What we 
are really hungry for is a happiness 
that is independent of the situation." 
 
"Whenever and wherever Christians 
have taken the idea that holiness is 
possible seriously, Christianity has 
thrived. Whenever and wherever the 
biggest lie in the history of 
Christianity has prevailed and 
everyday holiness has been set 
aside, Christianity has fumbled along 
clumsily with limited impact or 
become stagnant."  

 Christmas 
 Gift to You 
 
We are grateful to generous 
parishioners who have once again 
gifted each parish family with a 
book this Christmas:  The 
Biggest Lie in the History of 
Christianity  is Matthew Kelly’s 
newest book.   

GREAT BOOKS 

CHANGE LIVES. 

 
Pick up your family’s copy of 
this book at the Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day 
Masses at all 3 churches. 

From the Jesse Tree Outreach Team: 

A very special thank you to all who so 
generously supported the Jesse Tree project  

this year, donating hundreds of items to 
The Launching Pad, Luke 15 House, Hope 
for Women, NightShift Street Ministries, 

and the Extreme Weather Shelter. 
All these organizations were overwhelmed 

by your generosity and have profusely 
thanked us every time we made a delivery. 

How true that “it is in giving that we 
receive” ~ God has blessed us abundantly!

Merry Christmas to All 

Invitation to 
women:  Join the 
Endow Study 
Group 
 
Grow in your faith 
as you read, ponder 

and discuss St. John Paul II's 
encyclical "On the Christian 
Meaning of Suffering" alongside 
your sisters in Christ. 
 
“Salvifici Doloris addresses the 

question of why God allows suffering. In 

this apostolic letter, Pope John Paul II 

reflects on the origins of suffering, 

explores the different types of suffering 

we endure, examines our quest to 

discover its meaning and purpose, and 

explains how we are to respond to 

suffering. He links our personal 

experiences with suffering to the mystery 

of God, of humanity, and to the 

redemption brought by Christ's 

suffering.” 
 
Meeting at Good Shepherd Church 
for 8 sessions beginning February 
6, 2019, on alternating 
Wednesdays, 9:30am-11:30am 
(excluding Spring Break: March 
18th - 29th).  Childcare provided on 
site by our wonderful volunteer 
team!  To participate in this study 
or to volunteer for childminding 
call/text, or email Gemma Myers 
604-828-8493 
glcowhig@gmail.com  

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

We are so fortunate to have the support of our advertisers to offset the costs 
of printing our bulletin.  Please thank them by giving them the support of your 
business.  Also, please mention that you saw their ad in the bulletin.  There are 

advertising opportunities in 2019, please contact the Parish Office 
604-531-5739. 

mailto:glcowhig@gmail.com


11 Mondays 
Jan. 7 – Mar. 25, 2019 

(except Feb. 18 Family Day) 
7:00pm - 9:15pm 

Good Shepherd Church 
 
cost:      $75 (before Jan.4th) 
 
Register online  rcav.org/TOB 

or complete a registration form 
available from the Parish Office. 

Instructor: 

Fr. Alan Boisclair, BA 

MDiv, STL (Marriage and 

the Family) 

email: aboisclair@rcav.org  

4th Sunday of Advent - December 23, 2018 

Holy Cross Regional Secondary 
invites prospective families to: 

Open House 
Thursday, January 31st 

6:30pm-8:00pm 
 
Applications for the 2019/2020 
school year will be available at 
this event.  

Archbishop's Annual Mass 
for Life  

 
Join us as we celebrate life on 
Friday, Dec. 28th, at Holy Rosary 
Cathedral, Vancouver. Rosary 
begins at 11:30am and Mass is at 
12:10pm. 
 

Pro-Life Vespers 
 
On the Feast of the Holy Innocents, 
we pray for: 
– Victims of Abortion 
– all considering Abortion 
– Abortion Survivors 
– all involved in Abortions 
Friday, Dec. 28th, 7:00pm 
Eastern Catholic Church Richmond 
8700 Railway Ave.   

Winter Institute 2018 
 
One day courses for ministry 
training, faith formation and 
general interest open to all.   
 

Saturday, January 19, 2019   
 10:00am to 4:00pm 

 Notre Dame Secondary, 
2880 Venables St., Vancouver 

 
Cost:   $40.00 on or before Jan. 16th 
           $45.00 after Jan. 16th 
 
Course topics: 
 Addressing the Clerical Sexual 

Abuse 
 Discovering the Gospels 
 Basics of the Faith – Part II 
 Classroom Management 
 Volunteer Management 
 Adult Catechesis – Part I 
 
For course descriptions and more 
info, visit  rcav.org/oc-winter-
institute 
 
Course cost may will be covered for 
all those in parish ministry ~ 
please contact our parish office. 

 

Come and discover God’s 
original design for us, 
our call to holiness, and 
our destiny with him in 
heaven. 

St. John Paul (The Great)’s 
THEOLOGY OF THE BODY 

 
Using the three “words” of Christ on 
marriage, St. Pope John Paul (The 
Great) reveals our true human nature, 
in the image and likeness of God, as a 
“communion of persons, in the sincere 
gift of self,” giving us the authentic 
meaning of our humanity now and in 
eternal life. He teaches us that 
holiness is intimately connected with 
human nature. He reveals how the 
Sacraments, particularly the 
Eucharist, restore and redeem human 
nature. Discover what this tells us 
about life now on earth and Eternal 
Life with God. 

The Spiritual 
Exercises is an 
intensive Retreat 
offered in the 
Archdiocese of 

Vancouver by the Jesuit Spirituality 
Apostolate with the blessing of the 
Archbishop.  It lasts almost 9 
months.  It is individually directed 
(each participant has their own 
personal Retreat Director; so each 
person’s retreat is personalized & 
unique).  This Retreat focuses on 
facilitating one’s actual Experience 
of God – and a practicum of 
Discernment involving finding the 
Lord in the deepest areas of one’s 
soul.  By praying through one’s own 
life and the life of Christ, one 
experiences God’s Presence, 
Healing, and Call to salvation and 
vocation, including any major life 
decisions.  
This program is held in 2 Parts: 

 May to mid-June 
 October to end of April 
 

Application deadline: Jan 15, 2019      
 
Registration fee: $100 (bursaries 
available).   For info or to register: 
jsav.ca  or email: 
coordinator@jsav.ca 

SAVE THE DATE 
Restore the Beauty: 
Women’s Conference 
with Sr. Miriam, 

Michelle Benzinger and Heather Khym  

In place of our annual women’s 
retreat, we’ve decided to have a 
women’s conference next year. Our 
normal retreat date coincides with 
Easter, so we were unable to find 
workable dates at Rockridge 
Canyon. We thought this would be 
a fantastic opportunity to host a 
larger event locally - in Surrey - , 
but with the same powerful and 
beautiful elements of our women’s 
retreat.  Event will be Friday, May 
3, 7:00-10:00pm and Saturday, 
May 4, 9:00am-9pm 
More details coming soon! 
www.liferestoration.ca/
womensconference/ 
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