
Pastor:  Fr. Glenn Dion  (ext. 223) 
  gdion@starofthesea.ca 
 
Assistant Fr. Ajin George, MCBS  (ext. 273) 
Pastors:  ageorge@starofthesea.ca 
 Fr. Francis Mallya, ALCP/OSS  (ext. 225) 
 fmallya@starofthesea.ca 
 
PREP Office Hours: 
  Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm 
 Thursday 4:00pm - 5:00pm 
 Saturday 11:00am - 1:00pm 
 
PREP Coordinator:     Irina Slijouk (ext. 227) 
                                            prep@starofthesea.ca 

Office Administrator:   Mario Ylanan (ext. 276) 
 mylanan@starofthesea.ca 
 
Office Assistant: Anne-Marie D’Mello  (ext. 221) 
 parish@starofthesea.ca 
 
Accounting:  Lorena Grange (ext. 224) 
 lgrange@starofthesea.ca 
 
Ministries/Volunteers: Janice Hamanishi  (ext. 280) 
                                                  janiceh@starofthesea.ca 
 
Music Director:  Trudi Stammer (ext. 222) 
  tstammer@shaw.ca 
 
Facilities Manager:    Tom Cremer (ext. 274) 
   tomc@starofthesea.ca 

2250 – 150th Street, Surrey, BC   V4A 9J3 
Phone:  604.531.5739   Fax:  604.538.4928 
Email:  parish@starofthesea.ca 
Web:  starofthesea.ca 
 
Emergency:  604.831.1162   
                     or 604.541.8036 
 
Administration Hours: 

Monday -  Saturday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
(closed for lunch on Saturday Noon-1:00pm) 

Parish Office 

Our Three Churches 

Our School 

                Star of the Sea Catholic Elementary 
                15024 - 24th Avenue, Surrey, BC   V4A 2H8 
                 Phone:  604-531-6316    Fax:  604-531-0171  
                 web:     staroftheseaschool.ca 
                 email:  school@sosschool.ca 
                 Principal: Nicole Regush 

Good Shepherd Church  (since 1994) 
2250 - 150th Street, Surrey, BC  V4A 9J3 
 
Weekday Mass:   8:00am Monday 
                                 6:30pm Tuesday 
                                 8:00am Wednesday to Saturday 
                                 6:30pm First Friday 
 
Weekend Mass:   5:00pm Saturday 
                                 9am, 11am & 7pm Sunday 
 
Confession:          10:00-11:00am Saturday 
                                 6:30-7:30pm Wednesday 
 

Star of the Sea Church   (since 1923) 
1153 Fir Street, White Rock, BC   V4B 4A8 
 
Weekday Mass:   9:00am  Tuesday to Saturday 
 
Weekend Mass:   4:00pm Saturday 
                                 10:30am Sunday 
 
Confession:           8:30am-9:00am Saturday 
 

Holy Cross Church    (since 1945) 
12268 Beecher Street, Surrey, BC   V4A 3A3 
 
Weekend Mass:   8:30am Sunday 

Serving our Parish: 

...Every valley shall be filled, 

         and every mountain and 
        hill shall be made low, 
    and the crooked 

          shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways 

                       made smooth... 

Luke 3: 5  
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2st Sunday of Advent - December 9, 2018 

2nd Collection NEXT 
WEEKEND: 

Dec. 15 & 16 for the 
Parish Centre Building Fund 

Pastor’s Corner 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
           We’re continuing with our theme of “Respect” this Sunday 
as we demonstrate some more examples of groups in the parish 
that witness to that virtue. So in the welcome area we have 
displays hosted by the Helpers of St. Anne & Joachim who sponsor 
the weekly soup kitchen program at  Star of the Sea Hall on 
Tuesdays; the Culture of Life group that promotes pro-life issues 
and activities in the parish; the Library service which is open 
daily for all to make use of; and the Martha group that hosts the 
funeral receptions for the bereaved families after the funeral 
Mass is over. All these groups provide a service to the parish that 
is rooted in the Gospel imperative to serve the needs of  others 
with the gifts of our time and energy and resources. And of 
course, each of these groups is happy to welcome new volunteers. 
 
           I spoke with our group of adults in the RCIA this past 
Wednesday and shared with them on the theme of  the liturgy of 
the Church. I used my book that has all the documents produced 
by the 2nd Vatican Council, and showed them that the first one 
published was the “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy” back in 
1963. I quoted a few lines from the beginning of the document 
that provides the basis for our efforts today, ie.  
    

 “in order that the liturgy (of the Mass) may be able 
to produce its full effects it is necessary that the 
faithful come to it with proper dispositions, that their 
minds be attuned to their voices, and that they 
cooperate with heavenly grace lest they receive it in 
vain.” 

 
And then there’s my job as a pastor also being given a reminder, 
ie        “It is their duty also to ensure that the faithful take 
            part fully aware of what they are doing,  actively 
            engaged in the rite, and enriched by it.”  
 
Then our discussion touched on the challenges of these principles 
of liturgy in the Church, especially when so many come in late and 
hurried, without due care to settle and prepare for the Mass, and 
then having so many leaving during communion time, never 
waiting for the final blessing nor giving time for the celebrant and 
attendants to exit before the rush. It is happening in all three of 
our churches and it is a scandal to those who take seriously the 
teaching of the Church on attending with care the sacred liturgy, 
and especially to those who observe this kind of behavior as 
guests and interested would-be members of the Church. 
 
 Can we please take to heart the responsibility to be on time, to 
come prepared, and to stay until the end. It may be an effort to 
change our pre-Mass routine, but it is worth that effort believe 
me, and our attendance at Mass will bear greater fruit than ever. 
                                    Happy Advent!  

 Enter into the 
Joy of 
Christmas  

Around the Nativity 
All Children and their 
Parents/Grandparents 
are invited to come gather around the 
Nativity at Good Shepherd Church for 
song, Advent reflections & prayers, 
followed by treats and refreshments. 
Saturday:  Dec. 15, 11:15am – Noon 

Christmas Eve Family Mass is 
on Monday, December 24th,  
Good Shepherd Church, 4:00pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all  FAMILIES 
WHO LIKE TO SING: 
(grandparents & 
grandchildren, 
moms/dads/children, 
aunts/uncles/nieces/nephews)  
AND COME TO REHEARSAL 
on Saturday, Dec. 22nd, 
10:00am-Noon in Good Shepherd 
Church Meeting Room. 
 
This is a special Christmas Family 
Mass Choir and there are only 30 open 
spaces!   Please contact 
Mrs. Olsen evono@starofthesea.ca 

if you would like to sing at the 
Christmas Eve 4pm Mass. 

mailto:evono@starofthesea.ca


1st Reading: Baruch 5: 1-9 
Responsorial: Psalm 126:1-6 
2nd Reading:  Philippians 1:4-6, 8–11 
Gospel:  Luke 3:1–6  

 

     John: the paradox of Advent ~ The true prophets of 
Israel help us in our struggle against all forms of duplicity. 
John the Baptist is the patron saint par excellence of 
authenticity. How often our words, thoughts and actions 
are incoherent! Combined in John the Baptist is the very 
paradox of Advent: the coming triumph of God manifest 
precisely in the darkness of the present evil age. John the 
Baptist heard, experienced and lived God's liberating word 
in the desert and was thus able to preach it to others so 
effectively because his life and message were one. He 
certainly didn’t mince words. John the Baptist shatters the 
silence of the wilderness with his cry: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” Not just “repent,” 
change the way we live, but repent and prepare for the 
coming of the kingdom of heaven which will upset all our 
securities and overturn anything we try to leave in place. 
The joy and the challenge of Advent is that in Jesus 
Christ our God is coming, and our aching and longing 
for God will be met. But this God who comes is 
disturbing. 
 
     There was nothing politically correct about the Baptist’s 
message. He got right to the point and said what needed to 
be said. He told the first people who came to him to share. 
He told the tax collectors to be just. He told the soldiers to 
make peace. 
 
     The Baptist taught the people of his day and our day that 
the Messiah comes to save us from the powers of 
duplicity, despair, darkness and death, and to put us 
back on the path of peace and reconciliation so that we 
might find our way back to God. John the Baptist's life 
and mission remind us how badly we need a Savior to save 
us, in order that we might be all that we are called to be 
and do all that we have to do to live in the Light. So often 
we fail to recognize the one among us who is our Way, our 
Truth and our Life.   This is what Advent is all about: 
finding our way back to God.   
 
     The Transformation of our deserts ~ Advent is a 
mystery that transforms and not simply informs. Advent 
remains with its paradoxical combination of waiting and 
hastening, suffering and joy, judgment and deliverance, 
apocalyptic woe and eschatological hope. Unfortunately for 
our culture of instant gratification, hope requires 
incompleteness. To hope, in the true Advent fashion, is to 
live with the certainty of unfulfilled desire.   
 
     Hope in God cannot stand still, because–as Isaiah 
reminds us, we hope in a God who is constantly doing a 
new thing. Does our hope in God hold fast in the face of 
chaos and confusion in our life? How do we live with the 

Word of God? How can we live with the silence of God?  
Advent teaches us that if we are quiet in our hearts long 
enough, we will discover the God still carves out 
highways and turns the desert places of our lives into 
oases of wonder, life, beauty, even though nothing will 
be as we expected. Any transformation of the 
wilderness depends on water. Throughout the Old 
Testament God is spoken of as the one who gives or 
withholds water – an image easily understood by 
people for whom water is a precious and controlled 
commodity. Few of us in the First World have an idea of 
drought. Our water piped into our homes deprives us of 
an image of God as the one on whom our very existence 
depends; similarly, electricity deludes us in to thinking 
we have the darkness under control. Together they rob 
us of daily experiences that could give vibrancy to the 
Advent invitation to revisit our dependence on God, 
to revisit our desire for God and to discover through 
the night of waiting that God does indeed come. 
 
     The message of Advent is not that everything is 
falling to pieces. Nor is it that God is in heaven and all is 
therefore well with the world. Rather the message of 
Advent is that when every fixed star on the moral 
compass is wavering, when all hell is breaking loose on 
earth, we hear once again the Baptist’s consoling 
message: 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.  Every valley shall 
be filled in, every mountain and hill 
made low.  The crooked roads shall 
become straight, the rough ways 
smooth.  And all people will see God’s 
salvation.’ 

Luke 3: 4-6 

     Yet even with the birth of Jesus, we learn that 
Jerusalem and Israel still awaited their redemption. 
The world still awaits its freedom from hunger, war, 
oppression, violence, persecution and suffering. We all 
await our redemption. Advent challenges us to look at 
the ways that we wait, the ways that we long for God, 
and the ways that we hope. What and who is the source 
of our Advent hope? 
 
     John the Baptist's life can be summed up in the 
image of a finger pointing to the one who was coming: 

Jesus Christ. If we are to take on John’s role of 
preparing the way in today’s world, our lives also will 
become the pointing fingers of living witnesses who 
demonstrate that Jesus can be found and that he is 
near. Jesus is the fulfillment of our longing, our hoping 
and waiting. Jesus alone can transform the deserts of 
our lives into living gardens of beauty and 
nourishment for the world. Come, Lord Jesus! We need 
you now more than ever! 

Reflection for the Second Sunday of Advent Year C  
Fr. Thomas Rosica, CSB  ~ Dec 4, 2009    saltandlighttv.org 

https://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=8609


Dec 10 Monday 

 Last day to buy Seniors Luncheon & Christmas 
Presentation tickets from the Parish Office! 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Rosary for Priests after 8am Mass - GS 

Dec 11 Tuesday  

9:00am Drop-off, Drop-in Coffee (school parents)- GS 

10:00am Priests at Deanery Meeting - Sacred Heart Parish 

4:00pm King’s Banquet Soup Kitchen Christmas Dinner - 
SOS Hall 

7:00pm Small Christian Community - GS Library 

7:00pm Christian Silent Meditation - GS Cry Room 

Dec 12 Wednesday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

9:00am Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass - SOS 

9:00am Korean Bible Study - GS Cry Room 

 Priests at 2nd Wed Communion Visits 

10:00am Seniors Fitness -SOS Hall (last class of the year) 

6:30pm Confessions - GS 

7:00pm RCIA - GS Meeting Room  

7:30pm Charismatic Prayer Group - School (last 
meeting of the year) 

Dec 13 Thursday 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

9:00am Chinese Catholic Community - GS 

4:00pm Legion of Mary - GS Fireside 

6:15pm PREP - School (last class of the year) 

Dec 14 Friday 

6:00am Friday Morning Men’s Group - GS Fireside 

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Rosary for the Crisis in the Church - GS 

7:00pm Journey Youth Group (for Gr. 6 & 7) Christmas 
Party - GS 

Dec 15 Saturday  

7:30am Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours - GS 

8:30am Our Lady of Guadalupe Rosary Prayer Group - GS 

8:30am Confessions - S0S 

10:00am Confessions - GS 

11:15am Families around 
the Nativity - GS 

Dec 16 3rd Sunday of Advent 

3:00pm Stella Maris Concert 
Choir’s Christmas 
Performance:  The Promise of a King 

see bulletin cover for regular weekday Mass schedule 

2nd Sunday of Advent - December 9, 2018 

Ministry Fair at all the 
weekend Masses at 

Good Shepherd Church 

Christmas & New Year’s MASS SCHEDULE 

Advent Penitential Services 

Holy Cross Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 8:30am 
Holy Family Sunday: 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 8:30am 
Solemnity of Mary (New Year’s Day): 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 – 8:30am 
 
Star of the Sea Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 10:30am 
Holy Family Sunday: 
Anticipated Mass:  Sat. Dec. 29 - 4:00pm 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 10:30am 
Solemnity of Mary: 
Anticipated Mass:  Mon. Dec. 31 - 4:00pm 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2019 – 10:30am 
 
Good Shepherd Church 
 
Christmas Eve: 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 4:00pm, and  
                                Midnight Mass - doors open 10pm, 
                                                                             carols start 11pm 
Christmas Day: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 – 9:00am and 11:00am  
Holy Family Sunday: 
Anticipated Mass:  Sat. Dec. 29 - 5:00pm 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 9:00am, 11:00am, 7:00pm  
Solemnity of Mary: 
Anticipated Mass:  Mon. Dec. 31 - 5:00pm 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2018 –  9:00am, 11:00am, 7:00pm  
 
 
  
 
Thursday, Dec. 13       7:00pm    OLGC 

Thursday, Dec. 13       7:00pm    St. Matthew’s 

Friday, Dec. 14             7:00pm    Precious Blood 

Tuesday, Dec. 18         7:00pm     IC Delta 

Wednesday, Dec. 19   7:00pm    St. Bernadette 

Thursday, Dec. 20       7:00pm    Good Shepherd 

                                                               Church 



2nd Sunday of Advent - December 9, 2018 

Please pray for:   
Theresa McMurtry, Jane Smith, Cathy Fifik, 

Bradley Antchak, Bill Lesage, Brianna Ginn, 

Kelsey Freisen, Jim Cullina, Nancy Murchison, 

Mark Heeler, Rachelle Beaver, Janice Thorsen, 

Walter Butula, Ray Wittrock, Mia Tennant, 

Sarah Philibert, Bernd Firnung, 

Colleen Hopwood, Isla Ufford, Nikolas Fleming, 

Juliette Jacks, Chuck Lafaive, Marie Geiger, 

Dermot Dunne, Ken LaHaie, 

Magdalena Coombs, Luka Volentier, 

Lynn Carruth, Leslie Jones, Barbara Demers, 

Charlotte Sears, Alice Anderson, Van Huguet, 

Catherine Dempsey, Andrea Egan, 

Catharina Noble, Marian Nadelko, 

Derek Ridsdale, Graham Shore, Fran Caparo, 

Pat Flickinger, Sophie Cosgrave, Dan Hof, 

Joanna Boomars, Joyce Henderson, and 

Bernadette Deeley. 
 
Please pray for the Repose of the Souls 

of:    Dennis Webster 

         Marilyn Jean Rombough 

         Mike Karchewski 

          Knights of  Columbus 
             Keep Christ in Christmas 

 buttons $1 

 decals  $3 

 car magnets  $5 
 silicone wrist bands $2 

 
              AVAILABLE at the Parish Office. 

practices that might incarnate for us the Advent 
spirituality?  I strongly recommend the classically Catholic 
discipline of Eucharistic adoration. To spend a half hour or 
an hour in the presence of the Lord is not to accomplish or 
achieve very much—it is not really "getting" anywhere—
but it is a particularly rich form of spiritual waiting.  
 
As you keep vigil before the Blessed Sacrament, bring to 
Christ some problem or dilemma that you have been 
fretting over, and then say: "Lord, I’m waiting for you to 
solve this, to show me the way out, the way forward. I’ve 
been running, planning, worrying, but now I’m going to let 
you work." Then, throughout Advent, watch attentively for 
signs.   Also, when you pray before the Eucharist, allow 
your desire for the things of God to intensify; allow your 
heart and soul to expand. Pray, "Lord, make me ready to 
receive the gifts you want to give," or even, "Lord Jesus, 
surprise me."  
 
Hours in need of a weekly adorer: 
Sunday, 1:00am-2:00am 
Sunday, 2:00am-3:00am 
Monday, 5:00am-6:00am 
Monday, 10:00pm-11:00pm 
 
Hours needing a Substitute: 
Sunday, Dec. 30 – 8:00-9:00am 
Mondays, Dec. 17 & 24 – 2:00-3:00am 
Mondays, Dec. 24 & 31 – 2:00-3:00pm 
Mondays, Dec. 24 & 31 – 10:00-11:00pm 
Monday, Dec. 24 – 11:00pm-Midnight 
Wednesdays, Dec. 12, 19, 26 – 5:00-6:00am 
Wednesday, Dec. 12 – 11:00pm-Midnight 
Thursday, Dec. 13 – 1:00-2:00am 
Fridays, Dec. 21 & 28 – Midnight-1:00am 
Fridays, Dec. 28, Jan. 4 – 8:00-9:00pm 
Saturdays, Dec. 22 & 29 – 6:00-7:00am 
 
For more information please call: Sandra Perrin  
604 542 6057  or Donna Sali  604 542 3070 

Advent reflection by Bishop Robert Barron: 
 
Advent is the great liturgical season of vigilance, of 
waiting and watching…  What practically can we do 
during this season of vigil keeping? What are some 

Tuesday, Midnight-1:00am 
Tuesday, 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Friday, 8:00pm-9:00pm 
 

Jesse Tree Advent Outreach 
items are due next weekend 
in order that the team can 
properly pack and deliver 
your donations to the 
recipient groups. 
Please drop off your 
items under the 
Jesse Tree no later 
than Sunday, Dec. 16th.   Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who has made a 
donation to our Project Advance Appeal for 
2018.  Just a quick reminder, for 2018 income 
tax purposes, donations need to be received at 
the Parish Office BEFORE Friday, December 
28th.   Donations can be made by cheque, cash 
or credit card at the Parish Office.  For online 
donations: www.rcav.org/giving  

http://www.rcav.org/giving


2nd Sunday of Advent - December 9, 2018 

Stella Maris Concert Choir 
presents  

 
 

Sunday, December 16th 
at Good Shepherd Church, 

3:00pm 
Tickets available from the 

Parish Office 
or at the door on Dec. 16th 

Adults $10, Senior/Students $8 
Family $25 (2 adults and 1 or 

more children) 

 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
Last meeting:  Wed. Dec. 12th 
Meetings resume Jan. 9, 2019 
 
Christian Silent Meditation 
Last meeting: Tues. Dec. 18th 
Meetings resume Jan. 8, 2019 
 
Friday Morning Men’s Group 
Last meeting: Fri. Dec. 14th 
Meetings resume Jan. 4, 2019 
 
King’s Banquet Soup Kitchen 
Last dinner:  Tues. Dec. 18th 
1st Tuesday night dinner in the new 
year:  Jan. 8, 2019 
 
Legion of Mary 
No break.  Meetings every Thursday, 
4:00pm at Good Shepherd Church 
 
PREP 
Last class: Thursday, Dec. 13th 
Classes resume:  Jan. 10, 2019 
 
R.C.I.A. 
Last class: Wed. Dec. 19th 
Classes resume Jan. 9, 2019 
 
Small Christian Community 
Meetings resume Jan. 8, 2019 
 
Seniors Fitness Class 
Last class: Wed. Dec. 12th 
Classes resume Jan. 9, 2019 

December 
12th  is the 
feast of Our 
Lady of 
Guadalupe, 
patroness of the 
Americas, unborn 
children, and the New 
Evangelization.   
 
Everyone welcome to a special 
English/Spanish Mass to celebrate 
Our Lady’s feast day at 9am Mass 
at Star of the Sea Church on 
Wednesday, Dec. 12th. 
 
O our Lady of Guadalupe, mystical 

rose, make intercession for Holy 
Church, protect the Sovereign 

Pontiff, help all those who invoke 
thee in their necessities, and since 
thou art the ever Virgin Mary and 
Mother of the true God, obtain for 

us from thy most holy Son 
the grace of keeping our faith, 
sweet hope in the midst of the 

bitterness of life, burning charity 
and the precious gift of final 

perseverance.   Amen   

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP  
for 19-35 yr-olds  

NEXT GATHERING: 

   FRIDAY, DEC 21st 
7:00-9:00pm (venue to be decided) 
 
Questions?  Want to be added to the 
email list for event updates? 
                              Email: 
                           parish@starofthesea.ca 

Do you have a good 
condition Sewing 
Machine (newer 
model only please) 
you would like to 
donate to a halfway house?  If so, 
please contact the Parish Office. 

NEW VOLUNTEERS 
WELCOME  
The Martha Group 
ministry volunteers 
serve and host 
funeral receptions 
in Good Shepherd Church. If you 
are interested in being part of 
this ministry or want more 
information, please contact 
Cathy 604-538-8761 or 
lorenh68@shaw.ca  

Christmas Luncheon for our 
seniors will be served by Grade 
7 students and parents of the 
school at 12Noon in the 
welcoming area of Good 
Shepherd Church,  followed  by 
the Christmas Presentation in 
the School Gym. 
 

MONDAY Dec 10th is  
your LAST CHANCE for tickets 

 
Tickets are $5.00 each and 
includes a delicious lunch, 
homemade treats and the 
Christmas presentation by all 
the students of Star of the Sea 
School. 

Seniors Luncheon & 
Christmas Presentation 
is on Wednesday, Dec. 19th 
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