
April 1, 2018                  Easter Sunday 
  
 
When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths there, and the 
cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
                                                                                                                                                        Jn 20: 6-7                           
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Regular Devotions  
 

Holy Rosary  

20 minutes before daily Mass 
 

Divine Mercy 
Tuesday after the 7 PM Mass 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Saturday after the 9 AM Mass 

 

First Friday 
After the 8 AM Mass - 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
12:00 noon Benediction 

 

6:25 PM—Holy Rosary 

St. Matthew’s R.C. Parish 
16079 88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 1G3 

Tel: 604-589-2448  Fax: 604-589-2344 

Website:  www.saintmatthews.ca. 
School:  www.stmatthewselementary.ca  
St. Matthew’s Preschool Tel: (604) 589-1222 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Rev. Tien Tran, Pastor    ttran@rcav.org; frtran@hotmail.com 

Rev. Nixon D’Silva, Asst. Pastor     nixsil2007@gmail.com 

  604-589-2083         Rectory 
 

Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday    8:30 AM to 5:00 PM  
  Saturday     9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

  604-589-2448      office@saintmatthews.ca  
 

Parish Admin: Mrs. Letty Regis       
  Ms. Caroline Mrazek       
  Mrs. Stephanie Chessell  
Bookkeeper: Mrs. Melanie A. Narvaez  
P.R.E.P.  Mrs. Trish Van Vliet     prep@saintmatthews.ca    
             

Maintenance Mr. Lorne Ward         lorne@saintmatthews.ca  
 

 

OFFICE AND CHURCH CLOSED MONDAYS FOR CLEANING 

 

 
REGULAR MASS TIMES 

 

SUNDAY: English Masses - 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,  
  12:30 PM, 7:30 PM; Vietnamese Mass 5 PM 
 

SATURDAY: 9:00 AM / Anticipated Mass at 5:30 PM 
 

WEEKDAYS: Monday to Friday (except TUESDAY) 8:00 AM 
  Tuesday  7:00 PM 
  Friday Night—Mass at 7:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
  ***except First Friday  (in English) 

 

 
 

CONFESSIONS 
 Weekend & Daily Masses:   half an hour before each Mass 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
April  7-8   Project Advance Campaign 
April 19 6:30 PM Alpha Film Series   JH 
May 13  2:00 PM Milestone Wedding Anniversary Mass Church 
May 19  7 PM  Fr. Tran’s Ordination Anniversary Gym 

June 9    Spring Dinner & Dance—80’s theme Gym 
 
 

NOTICE TO COLLECTION COUNTERS: 
Since the church will be closed on Easter Monday and many of our regulars 

are not available on Tuesday, we will need as many people as possible 
from all teams to come and help us on 

Wednesday, April 4 after the 8 AM Mass. 
 
Monday           7:30 PM  St. Matthew’s Prayer Group Jubilee Hall 
Tuesday          1 to 4 PM Fifty Plus Social   Jubilee Hall 
2nd Tuesday   7:30 PM  Knights of Columbus  Jubilee Hall 
3rd Tuesday    7:30 PM  CWL    Jubilee Hall 
Wednesday      9 AM  St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen Kitchen 
Thursday         10 AM  Legion of Mary   Upper Room 
Thursday 4:30 PM  Junior Legion of Mary  Fireside Room 
Every 2nd Friday 9 AM  St. Vincent de Paul Meeting Upper Room 
Saturday          9:30 AM  RCIA    Room 129 



By appointment with a minimum of 2 months’ notice (during pregnan-
cy) so that instructions can be given to parents and godparents about 
the duties and responsibilities assumed in this Sacrament. 
 

A minimum of 6 months’ notice with one of the parties registered in the 
parish and practicing his/her faith. The Marriage Preparation course is 
mandatory. Please ask for “Guidelines for the Celebration of Marriage”. 
 

Please call the parish office before making arrangements.  

BAPTISM: 
 
 

MARRIAGE: 
 
 

FUNERALS: 
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W e d d i n g  A n n i v e r s a r i e s 
 
Join us for a special Mass celebrated 
by Archbishop J. Michael Miller, 
CSB, honouring couples celebrating 
their milestone anniversaries: 5th, 
10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 
40th, 45th, 50th, 55th & 60th+ years 
of marriage.  
 
Mass will be on Sunday, May 13 at 2 
p.m. at St. Matthew Parish, Surrey. 
Reception to follow in the parish gym 
with exhibitors present in the Jubilee 
Hall. Register your milestone anniver-
sary here: http://rcav.org/marriage-
anniversary/.  All are welcome to wit-
ness and celebrate the milestone anni-
versaries of others this Mother’s Day! 
 

The first light of Easter dawn had be-
gun to creep over the horizon.  The 
steadfast women from Friday’s gory 
events are returning again to the body 
of their Lord.  “Who will roll back the 
stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?”  How quickly we return to 
mundane concerns and how thoroughly 
God wants to surprise us!  Imagine the 

utter shock upon seeing the stone rolled away, the tomb empty, and a 
stranger clothed in light proclaiming the impossible.  “You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, the crucified.  He has been raised; he is not here.”  He is risen 
indeed and the world will never be the same. 
 
We know from other Gospel passages that Mary Magdalene made haste 
to the disciples to proclaim the Good News.  We know that Peter and 
John rushed to the tomb to see for themselves.  We know that the won-
der and awe of the Resurrection permeated the lives of the apostles until 
their own dying day. 
 
Can we comprehend the utterly world-changing nature of this surprise?  
The historical reanimation of a dead man is of no real value to us.  But 
we know that Easter Sunday is so much more.  By the Resurrection of 
Jesus, life has triumphed over death for us all.  The gates of heaven are 
opened and the treasury of graces is poured out upon the here and now.  
This Resurrection Day, let us draw near, amazed yet unafraid, to the ris-
en Christ.  Let us recall the worlds of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 
“Jesus is not a character from the past.  He lives, and he walks before us 
as one who is alive, he calls us to follow  him, the living one, and in this 
way to discover for ourselves the path of life” (Easter  Vigil, April 15, 
2006). 

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) 

 Grade 7—Sponsor and/or parent letters were due March 18.  Please drop 
letters off as soon as possible.  Name of confirmand on outside of the let-
ter, please. 

 Thank you to all who brought food to support the Soup Kitchen ad St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. 

 Mite Boxes are due back on April 4, please hand in to your teacher. 
 Gr. 6 & 7 collection for the “Door is Open” - April 4—boxes will be in 

the class. 
 April 4:  Grade 1 & CIC1—Parent Meeting (both PREP and SME) – 

meet in the Fireside Room. 
 April 7 & 8:  Grade 7 Loon Lake Retreat.  Please pray for all the stu-

dents, teachers, parent chaperones and Youth Team who will be attending 
this Retreat.   Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to chaperone.   
Some forms are still outstanding—please drop them of at the parish office 
asap.  Payment has been made, forms are still needed for information.  

Trish Van Vliet – prep@saintmatthews.ca or call 604-589-2448 ext.233 

FIFTY PLUS GROUP 
Social 1 to 4 PM every  Tuesday 

in the Jubilee Hall 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Christ is risen indeed!  We have arrived at the penultimate feast on the Church’s calendar, 
the cause of our joy and our hope.  Life has defeated death.  Sorrow and suffering do not 
have the last say.  In the resurrection of Jesus we see many reasons to rejoice.  Not only 
has Jesus conquered the specter of visible death, but He restores to us graced life.  On Ho-
ly Saturday, Jesus descended to the dead and delivered the  just souls into heavenly para-
dise.  What are our own Saturday tombs?  Jesus has the power to open them all.  That is 
our invitation, this day most of all.  May resurrection joy fill your heart, your family, your 

workplace, and your community.  Happy Easter! 

CWL Corner 
 Easter!  The biggest celebration of the year!  Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ is 

Risen! 

 This day is so full of memories.  As a child back in the Netherlands, we 
were told to listen if we could hear the church bells.  They  had been 
silent all during Lent, but now they sang loud and clear.  And .. they 
scattered colourful Easter eggs as the bells tolled their musical sounds.  
Oh, how wonderful to go and search between the spring flowers and 
new grass. 

 I hope you all have some beautiful memories about Easter and that you 
are creating new ones for your families.  Have a blessed Easter.  Allelu-
ia, Alleluia.                                                                        Ria Ling 

Sunday Coffee:  HELP is needed with serving coffee after the 10:30 
AM Mass on Sundays.  If you can help, call Ron Fournier at 604-589-
2932 or see him after the Mass any Sunday. 

Fr. Tran’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination: 
Please plan to attend the celebration dinner to be held Satur-
day, May 19, after the 5:30 PM Mass in St. Matthew’s Ele-
mentary School Gym.  Tickets and further information will be 
available soon.  Please watch the bulletin for details.  There 
will be an opportunity for presentations by parish groups.                                

Divine Mercy Sunday is April 8 this year.  Our 
Church has been given two Mercy Popes on that day: 
Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II.  Pope Francis 
announced a Jubilee Year of Mercy starting Decem-
ber 8, 2015.  In preparation for the graces available 
for us all, St. Faustina has shared a Novena given to 
her by Jesus.  A copy of this Novena is available after 
Masses this weekend and during the week. Please 
begin the Novena on Good Friday.  St. Matthew’s 
Parish will celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy fol-
lowing the 7:30 PM Mass on Sunday, April 8. 

http://rcav.org/marriage-anniversary/
http://rcav.org/marriage-anniversary/
mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
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Dear Parishioners, 
 
Alleluia!  Our Lord Jesus Christ has truly risen, let 
us rejoice and be glad!  In the joyful spirit of East-
er, on behalf of Fr. Nixon and the whole parish of 
St. Matthew’s, I would like to wish everyone and 
your family a very blessed Easter Season filled 
with fullness of joy, peace and grace from the Risen 
Lord. 
 
By dying on the cross, Jesus has destroyed sin and 
death; and by rising from the dead, He has restored 
life!  Eternal life is once again made possible for all 
His children who now can truly live as children of 

light, totally being transformed to be more and more like Jesus every day. 
 
Let us allow the experience of the Paschal Mystery of Christ this year to renew our-
selves to become new  people, always filled with the spirit of joy and peace to bring 
the Good News to everyone around us!  Let us always remember too that the Cross is 
the sign of our faith and bear witness to it by our actions every day.  Let us live out 
our faith in such a committed way that others will recognize the Risen Lord in each 
one of us!  HAPPY EASTER! 

God bless, 
Fr. Tien Tran, Pastor 

 
ALPHA is coming to St. Matthew’s! 
“Come join us for dinner .. It’s on us!”  ALPHA is a great program 
for those who want to know more about their faith, their life and 

their values.  Each week we cover a new topic about our faith and the meaning 
of life.  We meet in small groups of about 5 or 6 people and after watching a 
video, have a short discussion in an open and informal way.  It starts right here 
at St. Matthew’s on April 19 at 6:30 PM and there is no charge.  It’s fun and 
you will meet new people. 
 For more information or to register for Alpha, please visit our website: 
www:saintmatthews.ca.  ALPHA is for anyone seeking answers to big questions 
in their lives.  So, if you or someone you know would like to learn more about 
their faith, join us … the dinner’s on us! 

St. Matthew’s Dinner & Dance—June 9, 2018 
With this upcoming event, you  have an opportunity to be a special 
sponsor.  Act now as there are limited spots!  With your contribution 
of $500 towards our Community Building Fund, you can have your 
business/company logo included on: 
 Event poster (exposure to audience from different communities); 
 Back of event ticket (first-time ever to be done); 
 Display (provide us with your banner/stand and we will display 

it in the buffet serving room on the night of the event); 
 Advertisement (a full-page ad of your company will be included 

in the event Souvenir Program). 
Closing deadline of April 6 for all event sponsors.  Contact the Par-
ish Office today and register! 

CWL Bursary:  Application forms for the CWL Bursary for graduating stu-
dents are available at the Religious Articles Room.  Applicants for this $750 
bursary must be a child or grandchild of a CWL member.  Deadline for apply-
ing is May 31, 2018. 

Our Lady of Lavang:  Please support our Vietnamese Eucharistic youth 
group and purchase their delicious spring rolls—home made, good price, 
for small or large parties.  Contact Mary 778-995-2758. 

Gardens of Gethsemani Open House:  Set aside your sacred space at our Annual 
Spring Open House.  Plan to attend, tour the cemetery via golf cart, select your 
space, and meet with an Advisor to make a contract.  Some light refreshments will 
be served.  Friday, April 13, and Saturday, April 14, from 9 AM to 6 PM on both 
days.  Visit www.rccav.org for more information. 
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Marie Hamann; Virgilio & Desiree Pino; Ryker Slaney; Veronica 
Wong; Julian Kawalilak; Carol Ward; Liz Da Costa;  Chona Loyo-
la-Abao; Annemarie Belgardt, Tommy Contreras; Richard 
Ciezki; Nelyn Albania; Pasculito Seminiano; Anacleto Bellosillo; 
Aquilina Faustino; Willy Wailand; Erika Ross; Manuel Alidio; 
Lydia Santarosa; Cathie Sullivan; Amelia Real; John Rossi; 

Dominic Celio; Noemi Masi; Ester Maceda, Walter Slaney; Cita Pastor; Martin Sask; 
Pinky Castillo; Ennet Zalamea; Bob Chessell; Nenita Cabilan; Genoveva Lactao; Patrick 
Youngberg; Suann Zore; Wayne Montgomery; Shane Eakins; Perla De Peralta; David 
Thomas, Lydia Soliven; Victor Miller; Gerry Della Mattia; Rosalie Concepcion 
If you submit a name to the Prayer List, it is your responsibility to inform the office 
should his/her circumstances change.  Priority on this list given to parishioners and 
families, as space permits.   

 

CONTACT LIST—ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH MINISTRIES 
African Community  Ms. Tina Obiwumma         aneledom@hotmail.ca 
Altar Servers               Mrs. Sandi Luongo              604-530-1893 
BLD Community               Mr. Nilo Diguangco              604-591-2301 
Bible Study               Mrs. Gail Estrada              bible_study@live.com 
Catholic Women’s League          Mrs. Ria Ling                    ria_ling@hotmail.com 
Choirs:  Fri  7 PM  Mr. Hahn Nguyen        henryq.nguyen@yahoo.ca 
              Sat 5:30 PM  Mr. Danilo Bernabe  604-710-5407 
      Sun 8:30 AM Mrs. Kathleen Grosjean  604-576-2867 
  10:30 AM Mr. Peter Luongo   604-530-189
  12:30 PM Mr. Homer Garcia   askmymusic@rocketmail.com 
  12:30 PM (last Sunday) Ms. Tina Obiwuma  aneledom@hotmail.ca      
  5 PM  Mr. Vincent Nguyen   vien4cdsurrey@gmail.com 
  7:30 PM  Ms. Nannette Lenoue-Guze         778-836-9501 
Couples for Christ  Mr. & Mrs. Jon Javier    jon2ejavier@yahoo.com        
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion     Mrs. Germana Brotto        604-583-1488 
Fifty Plus Group   Mr. Claude Poirier  604-589-6007 
Greeters & Gift Bearers  Mrs. Stella Lemos  604-338-5070 
Hospitality Committee  Mrs. Maureen Fadum  604-589-9679 
Knights of Columbus  Mr. Michael Kumar  604-379-6903 
Lectors    Mr. Jon Javier   778-846-2586 
Legion of Mary   Mrs. Carmen Caballero  604-576-5735 
Liturgy of the Word for Children  Mrs. Nenita Capili  604-951-0830 
Pro-Life Ministry   Mrs. Genevieve Perchotte  778-785-7877 
Parish Education Committee Mrs. Katrina Bellosillo  604-644-7686 
Parish Pastoral Council  Mr. Bill Bouwman  604-581-9316 
Preschool Enquiries  Pre-school office   604-589-1222 
Principal   Miss Deborah Welsh  604-589-7545 
R.C.I.A.    Fr. Nixon D’Silva       nixsil2007@gmail.com 
St. Matthew’s Prayer Group Ms. Josephine Copon  604-723-2535 
    Mr. Steve Potusek  604-597-8202 
St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen Mrs. Belle Carson  604-588-0690 
St. Vincent de Paul  Mr. Eric Andres   604-589-2448 
Ushers    Mr. Doug Thomas  604-218-2722 
Vietnamese Community  Mr. Hoang Minh Nguyen  778-708-0506 
Young Catholic Family Group Mrs. Pam Abramski  ycfg@saintmatthews.ca 
Youth Ministry   Mr. Matthew Furtado  778-898-6317 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Were you married outside the Catholic Church?  
If you are married, but were not married in the Catholic church, we would like to offer 
you an opportunity to have your marriage regularized with the Church. Please make 
an appointment with our priest to discuss having your marriage convalidated or 
“blessed”.   
Sacrament of the Sick.  What was referred to as “Last Rites”  is now called 
“Anointing of the Sick” administered by a priest when one is “in danger” due to sick-
ness or old age.  Please call the Parish Office to arrange. 
Hospital/Care Home Communion Visits. Please remember to let the Parish Office 

know whenever you or a loved one is hospitalized or moved into a  Fleetwood area 

care home. The Parish has a dedicated group of  people who will bring Holy Commun-

ion  weekly to you or yours.  Please phone Deacon Raul Abella 778-512-9163 for a 

visit and to receive Holy Communion. 

Retrouvaille:  Announcing an upcoming Retrouvaille weekend for couples—
April 13-15, 2018, Barnabas Landing, Keats Island. 

Is your marriage going down the right road .. or is it a little off track?  Life can 
be difficult and so can the challenges you face in marriage.  For more infor-
mation about an upcoming program, contact Marc & Candice at 604-530-6710 
or visit www.retrouvaillevancouver.com and www.retrouvaille.org. 


