
March 11, 2018                4th Sunday of Lent 
  
 
And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred darkness to 
light, because their works were evil.  For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed.                 Jn 3:19-20 
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Regular Devotions  
 

Holy Rosary  

20 minutes before daily Mass 
 

Divine Mercy 
Tuesday after the 7 PM Mass 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Saturday after the 9 AM Mass 

 

First Friday 
After the 8 AM Mass - 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
12:00 noon Benediction 

 

6:25 PM—Holy Rosary 

St. Matthew’s R.C. Parish 
16079 88th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V4N 1G3 

Tel: 604-589-2448  Fax: 604-589-2344 

Website:  www.saintmatthews.ca. 
School:  www.stmatthewselementary.ca  
St. Matthew’s Preschool Tel: (604) 589-1222 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Rev. Tien Tran, Pastor    ttran@rcav.org; frtran@hotmail.com 

Rev. Nixon D’Silva, Asst. Pastor     nixsil2007@gmail.com 

  604-589-2083         Rectory 
 

Office Hours:  Tuesday to Friday    8:30 AM to 5:00 PM  
  Saturday     9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

  604-589-2448      office@saintmatthews.ca  
 

Parish Admin: Mrs. Letty Regis       
  Ms. Caroline Mrazek       
  Mrs. Stephanie Chessell  
Bookkeeper: Mrs. Melanie A. Narvaez  
P.R.E.P.  Mrs. Trish Van Vliet     prep@saintmatthews.ca    
             

Maintenance Mr. Lorne Ward         lorne@saintmatthews.ca  
 

 

OFFICE AND CHURCH CLOSED MONDAYS FOR CLEANING 

 

REGULAR MASS TIMES 
 

SUNDAY: English Masses - 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM,  
  12:30 PM, 7:30 PM; Vietnamese Mass 5 PM 
 

SATURDAY: 9:00 AM / Anticipated Mass at 5:30 PM 
 

WEEKDAYS: Monday to Friday (except TUESDAY) 8:00 AM 
  Tuesday  7:00 PM 
  Friday Night—Mass at 7:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
  ***except First Friday  -  in English 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 Weekend & Daily Masses:   half an hour before each Mass 
 

 Devotions during Fridays of Lent (exc. Good Friday) 
8 AM Mass (English)  

6 PM Stations of the Cross (English) 
7 PM Mass in Vietnamese 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mar. 17-22  St. Matthew’s Parish Mission (see details inside) 
Mar. 18   Share Lent Breakfast (after the morning Masses)  
Mar. 22       8 PM Lenten Penitential Service @ St. Matthew’s 
April 7-8  Project Advance Campaign 
May 19        7 PM Celebration of Fr. Tran’s Ordination Anniversary  Gym 
June 9   Spring Dinner & Dance—80’s Theme                 Gym 
 

 

!!NEWS FLASH!! 
St. Matthew’s will have a 12:30 PM Mass every Sunday, 

in English, effective April 1, 2018 
 
Monday           7:30 PM  St. Matthew’s Prayer Group Jubilee Hall 
Tuesday          1 to 4 PM Fifty Plus Social   Jubilee Hall 
2nd Tuesday   7:30 PM  Knights of Columbus  Jubilee Hall 
3rd Tuesday    7:30 PM  CWL    Jubilee Hall 
Wednesday      9 AM  St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen Kitchen 
Thursday         10 AM  Legion of Mary   Upper Room 
Thursday 4:30 PM  Junior Legion of Mary  Fireside Room 
Thursday 7 PM  Bible Study   Church 
Every 2nd Friday 9 AM  St. Vincent de Paul Meeting Upper Room 
Saturday          9:30 AM  RCIA    Room 129  



By appointment with a minimum of 2 months’ notice (during pregnan-
cy) so that instructions can be given to parents and godparents about 
the duties and responsibilities assumed in this Sacrament. 
 

A minimum of 6 months’ notice with one of the parties registered in the 
parish and practicing his/her faith. The Marriage Preparation course is 
mandatory. Please ask for “Guidelines for the Celebration of Marriage”. 
 

Please call the parish office before making arrangements.  

BAPTISM: 
 
 

MARRIAGE: 
 
 

FUNERALS: 
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THE SECOND SCRUTINY 
 
We confess our faith in you, our 
One and Eternal Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  We pray today for our 
catechumens who have received the 
gift of faith and now reflect on the 
Creed.  May they trust in the truth of 
Christ as they find freedom from sin.  
We know that we must model for 
them what it means to live for Christ.  
Help us and our neighbours to pro-
fess the faith in our actions and 
thoughts.  Give wisdom to our cate-
chumens to persevere in faith even 
when it is difficult.  We ask this and 
profess our faith in You, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Why is the world the way it is?  We all 
wonder that from time to time.  Each 
successive generation projects rose-
hued longing on the past and casts fur-
tive glances at the impending future.  
We see forces beyond our control in 
nature and in the newspaper.  The 
world is changing and we’re being 
pulled out with the tide. 
 

In the face of this confusion, today’s Gospel features one of the most oft-
quoted Scripture verses of all time: “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life.”  But if Christ has come, why is the world so 
challenging? Why is the world still—to our eyes—being carried off in a 
proverbial hand basket?  Jesus’ response is a deeply personal one.  “This 
is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred 
darkness to light.”  Patterns arise, habits are formed, and systems be-
come engrained, but each is the result of an interconnected web of hu-
man choices. 
 
Where do we stand?  Our answers, perhaps, vary from week to week, 
hour to hour, missed traffic light, to spilled coffee, to teenage child’s re-
bellion. The world isn’t perfect because we aren’t perfect. Our parish is 
flawed because we’re flawed. Our families need work because every one 
of us needs to be converted. Christianity is a process, not a destination! 
 
This Sunday, Jesus invites us to consider our own lives.  Where in our 
own lives do we prefer darkness to light?  What flaws are we trying to 
hide? Humbly acknowledge those places today.  Ask God for the grace 
to be transformed.  Share with your spouse or a friend where you’d like 
to improve this week. “Whoever loves truth comes to the light, so that 
his works may be clearly seen as done in God.”  

PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) 
 Confirmation Interviews: - thank you to the volunteers who helped with 

Grade 7 interviews. 
 Wednesday, March 14:  Student Mass—meet at designated areas by 

6:20.  Parents are welcome.  Lenten food collection for St. Vincent de 
Paul & Soup Kitchen. 

 Grades 6 & 7:  Please refer to notice to be sent home on March 7 col-
lecting for “Door is Open”. 

 April 4:  Grade 1 & CIC1—Parent Meeting (both PREP and SME) – meet 
in the Fireside Room. 

 April 7 & 8:  Grade 7 Loon Lake Retreat—1 male and 1 female chaperone 
still needed.                     Trish Van Vliet – prep@saintmatthews.ca or call 604-589-2448 ext.233                      

FIFTY PLUS GROUP 
Social 1 to 4 PM every  Tuesday 

in the Jubilee Hall 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
If we continue to journey through life without genuine self-knowledge, without knowing how our relationships ought 
to be ordered and what truth is, the path we walk will always be only dimly lit. In fact, when we make the wrong 
choices or find ourselves forgetting who we are, we can easily find ourselves in darkness. Jesus is the light that came 
into the darkness. It is not enough for us to simply believe that Jesus is the Christ, but we must live our lives in wit-
ness to this truth. The choices we make and the priorities we establish are going to either speak of someone who really 
does not care, someone who is confused, or someone who is wholeheartedly convinced of God’s love. Which are you?  

CWL Corner 
 The sun broke through the clouds and I realized how it suddenly began to look 

like spring.  There are little hints of green on many shrubs.  The pussy willows 
are showing their soft buds.  Did you also spot the snowdrops and crocuses?  
There is renewal all around us. 

 And what about our spiritual life?  Are we detecting renewal there as well?  
Half of Lent has gone by, are we still aware of our original intentions?  If we 
forgot, there is still time to turn to the Lord.  Jesus endured all His pain out of 
love for us.  Thank Him in your prayers, ask Him to make this Lent a real re-
newal for you.  You do not need special prayers or big events, talk to  Him as 
you work around your house, or step out to do some errands.  He is always 
ready to listen to you, to give  you strength.  He is our Father.  He loves us.                                                                                            
Ria Ling 

Sunday Coffee:  HELP is needed with serving coffee after 
the 10:30 AM Mass on Sundays.  If you can help, call Ron 
Fournier at 604-589-2932 or see him after the Mass any 

Fr. Tran’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination: 
Please plan to attend the celebration dinner to be held Satur-
day, May 19, after the 5:30 PM Mass in St. Matthew’s Ele-
mentary School Gym.  Tickets and further information will be 
available soon.  Please watch the bulletin for details.  There 
will be an opportunity for presentations by parish groups.                                

To all CWL members:  We will not have a general meeting on March 20 to 
ensure that you can all participate in our Parish Lenten Mission.  Ria Ling 

SHARE LENT BREAKFAST March 18, 2018 in the gym, after the morning 
Masses, hosted by the Knights of  Columbus and RCIA. 
Stations of the Cross, Friday, March 16, 6 PM:  Sponsored by the Serra 
Club Fraser Valley West.  All are invited to pray for Vocations to the Minis-
terial Priesthood and Religious Life.  Come join the Serra Club for this Len-
ten observance.  Serrans will be  on hand to answer any questions regard-
ing vocations. 
Math Tutorial:  The last Saturday of the month is Holy Saturday, so there 
will be no tutorial.   This will resume on April 28.  - Raphael Okoye 

mailto:prep@saintmatthews.ca
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St. Matthew’s Parish Mission  
(with Fr. Larre) 

March 17 & 18 
 Fr. Larre will introduce the Mission with a special sermon at 

the Saturday (evening) and Sunday Masses.    
Monday, March 19 ………. NO MORNING MASS 
 12 Noon to 1 PM  Confessions 
 4 PM to 6:25 PM    Confessions/Rosary 
 6:30 PM   Mass followed by Mission Talk 
Tuesday, March 20 
 Noon to 1 PM  Confessions 
 4 PM to 6:25 PM  Confessions/Rosary 
 6:30 PM   Mass followed by Mission Talk 
Wednesday, March 21 
 8 AM ………………….. MORNING MASS 
 12 Noon to 1 PM  Confessions 
 4 PM to 6:25 PM  Confessions/Rosary 
 6:30 PM   Mass followed by Mission Talk 
Thursday, March 22 
 8 AM  …. ……………… MORNING MASS 
 12 Noon to 1 PM  Confessions 
 4 PM to 6:25 PM  Confessions/Rosary 
 6:30 PM   Mass followed by Mission Talk 
 8:00 PM   Penitential Service @ St. Matthew’s 

St. Matthew’s Elementary School: 
 Reminder to all parents:  St. Matthew’s Elementary School is now on 

spring break. School will re-open on Monday, March 26, 2018 at 8:40 AM.  
School will also be closed on Good Friday (March 30, 2018) and Easter 
Monday (April 2, 2018). 

St. Matthew’s Preschool:  Attention parents of children born in 2014 & 2015!  St. 
Matthew’s Preschool is accepting applications for the Social Recreation and Pre-
Kindergarten programs for September 2018.  Please call 604-589-1222 or email pre-
school@stmatthewselementary.ca 
Preschool Purdy’s Chocolate Fundraiser.  Online orders are to be submitted by March 
15.  All orders an be picked up from the Preschool classroom between March 27-29.  
Thank you for your continued support. 

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, Archbishop of Manila, will celebrate Mass on 
Monday, March 19, at Holy Rosary Cathedral at 12:30 PM.  That evening he will 
give a public address at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre, Vancouver.  Cardinal Tagle 
will address the challenges of living the faith within family life.  Join us for his talk 

on Keeping Families in Faith: The Domestic Church in a Global Village.  The even-
ing begins with an opening performance at 6 PM, followed by an  opening 
address by Archbishop Miller, then a talk by Cardinal Tagle.   
Tickets are now on sale!   
                                                                      Visit http://rcav.org/cardinal-tagle. 

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICE: 
 Wednesday, March 14 7 PM OLGC 
 Thursday, March 15  7 PM St. Bernadette 
 Tuesday, March 20  7 PM IC Delta 
 Wednesday, March 21 7 PM Star of the Sea 
 Wednesday, March 21 7 PM Precious Blood 
 Thursday,  March 22 8 PM St. Matthew’s 

NEWS FLASH:   
Beginning April 1, 2018, St. Matthew’s  will have a 
12:30 PM Mass every Sunday, in English.  There 
will be a need for a new choir—anyone interested, 
please call the parish office, or email  

askmymusic@rocketmail.com. 

BURSARIES 

 St. Matthew’s CWL:  If you are a child or grandchild of a St. Matthew’s CWL mem-
ber, you are eligible to apply for one of $750 bursaries. 

 Diocesan Scholarship:  $1,000 for high school graduates.  Deadline to apply is 
March 31.  Check out www.vancouvercwl.ca/bursary. 

 CWL Members:  Check out the bursaries available to members pursuing studies 
related to adult faith formation or youth ministry.  See www.bcyukoncwl.com and 
www.cwl.ca.  Deadline is March 31. 
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Marie Hamann; Virgilio & Desiree Pino; Ryker Slaney; 
Veronica Wong; Julian Kawalilak; Carol Ward; Liz Da Cos-
ta;  Chona Loyola-Abao; Annemarie Belgardt, Tommy 
Contreras; Richard Ciezki; Nelyn Albania; Pasculito Semi-
niano; Anacleto Bellosillo; Aquilina Faustino; Willy 
Wailand; Erika Ross; Manuel Alidio; Lydia Santarosa; 
Cathie Sullivan; Amelia Real; John Rossi; Dominic Celio; 

Manolo Bugayong; Noemi Masi; Ester Maceda, Walter Slaney; Cita Pastor; Martin 
Sask; Pinky Castillo; Ennet Zalamea; Bob Chessell; Nenita Cabilan; Genoveva Lactao; 
Patrick Youngberg; Suann Zore; Wayne Montgomery; Shane Eakins; Perla De Peralta; 
David Thomas, Lydia Soliven 
If you submit a name to the Prayer List, it is your responsibility to inform the 
office should his/her circumstances change.  Priority on this list given to pa-
rishioners and families, as space permits.   

 

PRO LIFE: MARCH FOR LIFE, VICTORIA 
GOOD NEWS!  The list of those who are planning  to attend the March for Life 
in Victoria on May 10 is growing and we could use assistance from 10 people 
to make phone calls to help coordinate the details.  All information will be 
provided for you and can be found at the Welcome Centre counter in the 
church.  If you are willing to make 5 phone calls, please call 778-785-7877. 

“Living Well, Leaving Well” Workshop:  Let us help you get your ducks 

in a row.  What you, your spouse, children and executor should know!  

Co-Sponsored by the Gardens of Gethsemane and Kearney Funeral Ser-

vices.  Join us on Tuesday, March 13, at Kearney’s,  450 West 2nd Ave-

nue, Vancouver, at 1 PM or 6 PM, or on Wednesday, March 14 at St. 

Nicholas Parish, 20675 87th Avenue, Langley, at 1 PM or 6 PM.  RSVP to 

m.garisto@kearneyfs.com 

CONTACT LIST—ST. MATTHEW’S MINISTRIES 
African Community  Ms. Tina Obiwumma         604-589-1222 

Altar Servers               Mrs. Sandi Luongo              604-530-1893 
BLD Community              Mr. Nilo Diguangco              604-591-2301 
Bible Study               Mrs. Gail Estrada              bible_study@live.com 
Catholic Women’s League         Mrs. Ria Ling                    ria_ling@hotmail.com 

Choirs:  Fri  7 PM  Mr. Hahn Nguyen        henryq.nguyen@yahoo.ca 

              Sat 5:30 PM Mr. Danilo Bernabe              604-710-5407 
       Sun 8:30 AM Mrs. Kathleen Grosjean              604-576-2867 
  10:30  Mr. Peter Luongo  604-530-1893 
  5 PM  Mr. Vincent Nguyen  vien4cdsurrey@gmail.com 

  7:30 PM Ms. Nannette Lenoue-Guze        778-836-9501 
Couples for Christ  Mr. & Mrs. Jon Javier    jon2ejavier@yahoo.com        
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion   Mrs. Germana Brotto        604-583-1488 
Fifty Plus Group  Mr. Claude Poirier  604-589-6007 
Greeters & Gift Bearers  Mrs. Stella Lemos  604-338-5070 
Hospitality Committee  Mrs. Maureen Fadum  604-589-9679 
Knights of Columbus  Mr. Michael Kumar  604-379-6903 
Lectors    Mr. Jon Javier   778-846-2586 
Legion of Mary   Mrs. Carmen Caballero  604-576-5735 
Liturgy of the Word for Children  Mrs. Nenita Capili  604-951-0830 
Pro-Life Ministry  Mrs. Genevieve Perchotte 778-785-7877 
Parish Education Committee Mrs. Katrina Bellosillo  604-644-7686 

Parish Pastoral Council  Mr. Bill Bouwman  604-581-9316 
Preschool Enquiries  Pre-school office  604-589-1222 
Principal   Miss Deborah Welsh  604-589-7545 
R.C.I.A.   Mr. Brent Bauchop  604-726-6083 
St. Matthew’s Prayer Group Ms. Josephine Copon  604-723-2535 
    Mr. Steve Potusek  604-597-8202 

St. Matthew’s Soup Kitchen Mrs. Belle Carson  604-588-0690 
St. Vincent de Paul  Mr. Eric Andres   604-589-2448 
Ushers    Mr. Doug Thomas  604-218-2722 
Vietnamese Community  Mr. Hoang Minh Nguyen 778-708-0506 
Young Catholic Family Group Mrs. Pam Abramski  ycfg@saintmatthews.ca 
Youth Ministry   Mr. Matthew Furtado     778-898-6317 

 
 

 

 
 

 


